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Tie Burdwan Sanjivant, of ‘the 29th September, says that war BoR>wax Saxnvam, 
is sure to break out in a short time in Europe, “* *'*** 
_ and Russia is sure to help the King of 
Bulgaria either openly or secrétly. If Russia joins Bulgaria, the Sultan 
"ill ind it difficult to protect Roumelia. Perhaps Russia was not prepared 
for war, and 80 she was obliged to make peace with the English. Now 
she is ready, and 80 she is seeking pee for a quarrel with the English 
by raising difficulties in Turkey. Ifthe English do not act with discretion 
ow, Russia is sure to deceive them. — a 
9. The same paper says that in Mr. Gladstone’s opinion England Bvxoway Sansvant 
should soon leave Egypt. He is opposed to the 
annexation of that country. But it was 
juring his administration that Egypt was reduced to a wretched condition. 
Anarchy is reigning in that country. The Mahdi is dead. But the revolt is 
spreading. If the English now leave the country, who will protect its people 
from the raids of the followers of the Mahdi? The English are responsible 
for the peace of Egypt. How can the Conservatives suddenly leave Egypt? 
8 The Sahachar, of the 30th September, referring to the disorder § ‘%a#acmag, 
russia and the disorders in Which now prevails in Roumelia, says that *P* 9% 188. 
Roumalia, | though Russia is professing peaceful intentions, 
and though she is about to depose Prince Alexander, her statements are to be 
cautiously accepted. urstly, Prince Alexander is nephew of the 
Czarina ; secondly, he had served in the Russian army before he be- 
me came King of Bulgaria. The writer cannot believe that Russia is really 
desirous of deposing such a person. Russia has been also for a long time 
trying to create disturbances in the Christian provinces under Turkey. 
Russia may desist from proceeding to extremities this time. Her only 
object is to bring England to her senses, and to prevent an alliance 
between England and Turkey. Russia has shown that if England enters 
into an alliance with Turkey, she will immediately create disturbances in 
Turkey. After this Turkey will not probably venture to enter into an 
alliance with England. ‘There are good reasons to suspect that the insurrec- 
tion in Roumelia is due to foreign instigation. 
4, The same paper says that the hostility of Englishmen resident — sanacuan. 
Englishmen resident in Burma 19 Burma towards France is not pardonable. 
md the French. - The writer has always advised the English 
Government to remove the: many defects in the administration of indepen- 
dent Burmah, but Government should now be very cautious. It is by no 
means advisable to displease the French. _ : | 
o. The same paper, referring to the rumour that the English = Samacue 
site es Government desires to keep an English 
Mi rae ee ™ aed Resident with retinue in Herat, says “that 
it tries to gratify that desire, very bad results will be produced. 
Many believe that, inspired by pattiotic feelings, Ayub Khan has expressed 
the desire of joining “Hashim ‘Khan. _It is also said that the English 
“énot opposed to this plan. -The writer knew that Ayub Khan was a — 
Prisoner in Persia. ‘ on ee aa 
6. The Bheri, of the 2nd October, says that England has become Burm, 
The greed of England. «whe Wealthiest country in the world by the posses- oo 
; sion of India. But her greed of gain. has not 
“en satisfied. India, has become a plaything in the hands of the 
stish, and they are turning it any way they please. The weavers of Eng- 
rm are richer than the zemindars of India, and the peasants of England are 
ne pling the zemindars of India under foot. The English say that the sword 
‘St preserve that which has been gained by the sword. LEngland’s greed 


Russia and B algaria. 


The Egyptian question. 


( 1972 ) 


for money has not been satisfied by the possession of the whole of India 
She is now casting her eyes on all sides, She is very anxious to have com. 
mercial relations with Thibet. Who can tell that within tw 


enty yea 
will not be placed exactly in the same condition as Burma is tect 
PaTaRA, 7. The Patdkd, of the 2nd October, says that from the aspect of 


Oct, 2nd, 1885. affairs it appears that good fortune is a 
ee forsake the King of Burmah. The ae 

are casting glances upon his dominion. The English Government says that 
the King of Burma is not treating it well, but, on the contrary, jg 
trying to form an alliance with France, who is the old enemy of Fngland, 
and is giving shelter to wicked men, who have left the British dominion. 
Scarcely has the Russian difficulty been over but disturbance of peace hag 
become probable. India’s hopes of peace will probably prove vain. 

Dacca Paaxass, 8. The Dacca Prakash, of the 4th October, cautions Lord Dufferin not 

Oct. 4th, 1885. sii to interfere with the French at the instigation | 


of European residents in Burmah, for fron 
a small source terrible events take their rise. 


Baarat Basi, 9, The Bharat Bast, of the 3rd October, says that Anglo-Indians 

eet are very apt to counsel use of force against 
Burma, . 

the weak. But in the case of a quarrel with’ 

the strong they are equally apt to fall at their feet. Afraid of Russia, they 

worship the Amir like a god, but on the other hand they are anxious for the 

annexation of Burma. Lord Dufferin is not likely to remain quiet in this 

matter, when Anglo-Indians are agitating it so vehemently. If an arm 

is sent to Burma, the King is not likely to come to terms with the English 

through fear. The French are his friends. If he makes a treaty 

with the French, the Burmese war is not likely to come to an end 

ina short time. Burma is independent. The Government is not likely to 

uarrel with it. The Emperor of China is a friend to the King of Burma. 

in the case of a war the Emperor is not likely to encourage the English. 

The relations between China and India are cordial. The English trade in’ 

China is possible only if the Bmperor is friendly disposed. The English will 

not be able easily to defeat the King of Ava if he can secure the co-operation’ 

of the French and of the Chinese, and the Government of India is not in a/ 

position, when the Russians are at the gates of India, to send twenty; 

thousand men to Burma; so the writer hopes that Government will not 

do anything unjust merely because a certain section of the English have got 

very excited over the matter. | 

Som Prakash, 10. The Som Prakash, of the 5th October, referring to tbe rumour: 

aaa that the English Government has succeeded 

’ in winning over the ruler of Beluchistan to 

its side, says that it will have perhaps to spend as much money to keep 

him friendly as it has to spend in order to keep. the Amir of Afghanistan: 

in good humour. If it does so, it will, no doubt, give the most convincing 

proof of its statesmanship. Government, instead of trusting Indians, is busy 

with affairs outside of India. It will have to suffer the consequences of this 

evil policy some day or other. 

Pr siginage ony 11. The Navavibhakdr, of the 5th October, says that it is a presump- 

| ice tion on the part of the English merchants “I 

attempt to bring timber out of the territories 0” 

the King of Burma so long as the dispute about his claim of 29 lakbe of 

rupees upon them has not been settled. What would the English Government 

have done if foreign merchants had acted similarly in their dominion? The 

English merchants are casting imputations even. upon the Governor, who 

forbade the Burmese soldiers to fire upon the English merchants. The 

French Government has declared that no treaty has been made between 

it and Burma. But the English merchants are accusing the French 
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Government of lying. Such insolence will lead to very disastrous conse- 
quences if not checked 


12. The Surabhi, of the 7th October, says that if the English 


siiok his Wi place, as they propose to do, a Resident in 
An Bnglish Resident in Mera. Herat, a war will soon break out with Russia. 


Ii.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


13. The Sansodhint, of the 22nd September, hears from a friend 


lechent show,  '2at @ police officer pushed a muktear who 
Mr, Lyall and the elephant stows went to see the recent elephant show. The 
poor muktear was very sad. But Mr. Lyall, who perceived this, called the 


muktear near him and asked him to see the méla. Mr. Lyall kept a 
strict watch over the police. Mr, Lyall deserves thanks for this. | 
14, The Bharat Rast, of the 3rd October, says that police officers 


. in every country seem to be made of the 
Police officers. 


same stuff. They are everywhere ready to 
represent white as black and to speak what is not true. Long service in 


the department blunts people’s ideas of truth and untruth. The Courts 
should therefore receive the statements made by police officers with caution. 
But this is not done in many instances. Courts believe their statements 
as gospel truth. The Courts in the mofussil excel others in believing the 
statements of police officers. The officers of Criminal Courts are generally 
the heads of the mofussil police, and so they do not like that police should be 
discredited. There are very few educated men in the police, and oppression 
is sure to ensue when power is entrusted in the hands of illiterate men. 
The native papers are continually complaining for this reason, but who listens 
tothem? Government is blind to the oppression practised by the police. 
Reform has become absolutely necessary in the Police Department, and 
no reform will be of any use unless educated men are appointed to the 
department. 
15. The Bangabdsi, of the 3rd October, says that Mr. Plowden, the 
Superintendent of the Frontier Police, in the 
Pig Living 1d shat, pamaamamaane é Naga Hills, is known to be a wicked man. 


He was at one time fined Rs. 16 for mis- 
conduct. But Mr. Plowden has not given up his wicked habits. One 


day he abused Baboo Janakinath Basak before Mr. Davis, the Deputy 
Commissioner. The Baboo complained against Mr. Plowden. But us 
Mr. Davis is the only witness, he said he should not himself try the case 
which should be tried by another Magistrate. 

16. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor is not satis- 


or : fied with the punchayets. They do not keep 
— cee accounts, and do not pay the salaries of 
chowkidars. The Government of Bengal will therefore make a change in 


the chowkidari law. The punchayets will only assess taxes, but the 
collections will be entrusted in the hands of tehsildars. The punchayets 
wil be able to appoint chowkidars, but under the sanction of tne Magis- 
trate. The writer does not think that the tehsildars will do the work of collec- 
ion and the distribution of salaries better. If the punchayet system has not 
worked well, the system is not to blame, but the fact that good men have not 
fen selected as panchayets. The new law should therefore make provision 
or the selection of proper men. ‘The police domineer over the punchayet, 
and so good men do not like to become punchayets. If the Lieutenant- 

overnor takes away the powers of the punchayets, and increases those of 
tte Magistrate, the work will not be properly done. His Honor isa great 
‘nemy of self-government, and so he is trying to destroy self-government, 


SamsoDuHIal, 
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Oct. 3rd, 1885. 


BaNGABASI ; 
Oct. ord, 1885, 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
Oct, 5th, 1885, 
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wherever it is to be found, in however small a measure. His Honor 
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eae d 
like the jury system. He says that the juries release criminals. The aa 


of acquittal is greater in districts in‘which the jury gystem has been intro. 
duced. There is a description of a case in the Government resolution on ¢}, 
last Police Administration Report to show how the police oppress the accused 
to extort confession. The writer do not think that such oppressions jj] 
cease at the word of. the Lieutenant-Governoy. Police officers shouiq 
receive exemplary punishment when proved guilty. The few punishments 
noted in the resolution are not sufficient, The Lieutenant-Governor hag not 
said a word about the bribery and corruption that prevail in the depart- 
ment, probably because these things never come to the notice of the Goverp- 
ment. The writer thinks that the pay of sub-inspectors should be increased 
in order to induce educated men to enter the police service. The Goverp- 
ment says that the number of educated men is increasing in the department 
But the writer has doubts.as to the meaning of the word “ educated” there. 
The police officers who received rewards during the course of the year under 
review were mostly Brahmins and other high caste people. This shows that 
‘the work of the department is better done: by intelligent men than by rude 
and thoughtless people. ) | 

17. The Navavibhdkar, of the 5th October, asks how many police 
officers possess that education which developes 
) the thinking and emotional faculties and which 
has entitled the Munsifs and the Deputy Magistrates to the reverence of 
the people? So long as persons who have received high education are not 
appointed to the higher posts in the Police Department, the oppression of 
the police will not cease. If the higher officers possess high qualifications, 
the lower ones will become good of themselves. In his resolution on the 
last report of the Inspector-General of Police, Mr. Cockerell has said:— 
‘The general decrease in punishments inflicted on the police is satisfactory, 
if taken, as the Lieutenant-Governor hopes it may be, as an indication of 
improved conduct and discipline requiring less correction.” But the writer 
knows very well that the character of the police officers has. not improved 
in ayear. Nor has any improvement taken place in the arrangements for 
their, discipline. The writer earnestly requests the Lieutenant-Governor to 
inquire why the number of accusations against police officers 1s so small. Every- 
body knows that police officers grievously torture men to make them confess 
guilt. Mr. Cockerell has said :—“ It is to be hoped that the persistent and 
sustained efforts of district Magistrates and Superintendents to check this 
form of crime (torture for extorting confession), and the recognition by the 
police themselves that their position in the Government service will not 
shelter them in any way, but on the contrary will be considered an aggravation 
of the offence, may lead to a very considerable diminution cf these charges 
of torture.” Some good result may be produced if the above instructions 
are acted upon; but if Government wishes for completely satisfactory 
results it must appoint educated natives to the Police Department. 

18. The same paper, referring to the Bengal Government’s proposal 
to take away from the punchayets the power 
| of collecting the chowkidari tax and of paying 
to the chowkidars their salaries, says that if this is done the position of the 
-punchayets will be exceedingly lowered, and good men will not consent to 
become their members. Even now the chowkidars do not respect the 
punchayets. If this is done, they will not respect the punchayets at all. The 
country will be extremely injured if the proposal.is carried into effect. 

, 19. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 9th October, says that 
en 7 Government :generally appoints illiterate men 
ment nnistration of the Police Depart- to the Police Department. Respectable men do 
not inform the police, even in cases of theft. 
They know that, if informed, the police does-more mischief than good. if | 


_ The police. 


The punchayets and the chowkidars. 
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Government has established the police force for keeping the peace, it should 
iy to reform it. The Penal Code is ut the root of police oppression, for 


the police can interpret it as they please. Police oppression will not cease 
anless the Penal Code is amended. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


90. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 29th Septem- 
ber, complains that the hearing of suits is 
repeatedly postponed in the Munsif’s Court at 
Raneegunge. This causes serious loss and inconvenience to suitors. _ The 
ariter requests the District Judge of Burdwan to send an additional 
Munsif Raneegunge. | 
91. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 2nd October, says that Mr. Smith, 
fr. Smith of the Irrawaddy Flotilla an Huropean employé of the Irrawaddy Flotilla 
Company. Company, beat a native servant so severely 
hat he expired after.a few minutes. A case has been instituted against 
Mr. Smith. The Civil Surgeon has certified that there was a rupture of the 
spleen, and so the criminal is likely to be released on trial. Has God created 
the natives of India all with diseased spleens ? 

92. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 3rd October, says that the amla& of 
Courts always tease men for rewards or 
bukshish. The officers should keep an eye 
on this. Ifthey try to do so, they can put astop to this abuseto a great 
extent, and if Government tries to do so, it can be put a stop to altogether. 


The Munsif’s Court at Raneegunge. 


Bukshish to amla of Courts. 


If it appoints educated men on high salaries, there will be no oppression. 


The morale of Magistrates has improved by the appointment of educated 
men as Magistrates. ‘There is no doubt that the morale of the amlas can 
also be improved by the same means. 

23. The Bangabdsi, of the 5rd October, says that the High Court 
is the highest Court of Judicature in the 
land. But people are gradually losing their 
respect for this Court. The majority of Judges are Englishmen, who excel 
all other nations in their partiality for their countrymen. Mr. Grant and 
three other planters brought a criminal case against some ryot3, who were 
all sentenced to imprisonment. Baboo Ambica Charan Sen, Pleader, filed 
an appeal against the order of the lower Court. While he was still speaking, 
lir. Justice Pigot asked him whether he had taken the charge of conduct- 
ing that case “* from a sense of justice or for a patriotic agitation.” Such 
sarcasm in the mouth of the Judge is certainly very disheartening. 

24. The Som Prakash, of the 5th October, says that yd defend 
Satie ol tuatt the heavy taxation upon justice in this countr 
Cmminioers, on the Hf Bee: that “this serves to diminish 
unnecessary litigation. The writer cannot approve of this view. When 
law suits are necessary they should not be made costly. Formerly Govern- 
nent was not required to decide about all disputes. Society was so con- 
stituted before that many disputes would be settled out of court. But with 
he progress of English education society has become diseased, and the 
mindars have lost the confidence of Government owing to oppressions. 
Consequently people cannot vow obtain justice, except from Government. 
he writer says that the larger the number of disputes settled by the 
local people, the better. ‘The local people have far greater opportunities 
of ascertaining the truth than Government. If this is done, people will 
ODtain justice and will not be ruined from having to pay large sums to 


Mr. Justice Pigot. 


BURDWAN SANQIVANI, 
Sept. 29tb, 1885. 


PRAJA BANDHU, 
Oct. 2nd, 1885. 


BHARAT BasI, 
Oct. 3rd, 1885. 


BANGABABI, 
Oct. 3rd, 188 5. 


Som PRAKasH, 
Oct. 5th, 1885. 


leaders and mukhtears. Now the right of electing Municipal Commissioners - 


8 been conferred apon the people, Government may easily protect the person 
nd property of the people by empowering these elected Commissioners, 
“tu will surely command the reverence of the people, to decide law suits. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
Oct. Sth, 1885. 


SURABHI, 
Oct. 7th, 1885. 


PRATIKAR, 


Oct. 2nd, 18x 
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25. The Navavibhdkar, of the 5th October, says that on an 
Government's interference with the O4°/9 per cent. of the criminals tried 
freedom of Sessions Judges. have been acquitted. Government js dis 
eatisfied at this. Because 75 per cent. of the criminals tried by jury a 
Hooghly were acquitted, Government has become very angry and has Called 
for an explanation from the Judge. Decisions of the Judge of Hooghly in 
two sessions cases have been set aside by the High Court. The writer ‘has 
always objected to such revisions of judgments by the High Court. Very 
bad results are produced by such steps. The Lieutenant-Governor has 
requested the Legal Remembrancer to issue a circular to all Sessions Judges 
pointing out that if the Judge considers the verdict of the majority of the 


average 
by jury 


jury so completely wrong as to make it necessary in the interests of justice 


that it should be reversed, the Code renders it imperative on him to submit 
the case to the High Court. The writer says that very bad results will be 
produced, and trial by jury will become ridiculous, if such a circular is issued 
to the Judges. Many Civilian Judges are opposed to the system of trial 
by jury. The Civilian Secretaries under the Bengal Government are not 
in favour of that system. Itis no wonder that the Lieutenant-Governor 
should issue such a resolution to strike a blow at the system. The writer 
wants to know what nght the Bengal Government has to interfere with the 
freedom of Judges. There is the law, and the Judges have the right to 
construe it. Still Government is going to give instructions to the 
Judges. Section 3807 of the Criminal Procedure Code says:—*If 
the Court disagrees with the verdict of the jurors, or of a majority 
of the jurors, on all or any of the charges on which the prisoner has 
been tried, and considers it necessary for the ends of justice to do so 
it may submit the case to the High Court.” But Government says:— _ 
“The Code renders it imperative on him (the Judge) to submit the case to 
the High Court.” Very bad results are produced if the freedom of Judges | 
is interfered with: even now the power of the jurors is limited. If 
Government interferes with the freedom of Judges after this, the country 
will be ruined. 

26. The Surabhi, of the 7th October, says that in suits for properties 
worth one rupee there is an appeal to two 
successively upper courts. But against judg- 
ments in criminal cases appeal can be made only before one upper court. | 
Re-trial can take place in civil suits for the smallest amount. But there 
is no provision for the re-trial of criminal cases. If the court of the first 
instance comes to perceive its mistake after once delivering judgment, it | 
cannot correct the mistake by re-trying the case. If, again, there is no appeal — 
against that judgment, there is no remedy for the imprisonment of innocent 
persons. If a person can produce fresh evidence of kis innocence after 
sentence has been passed upon him, his case is not re-tried. In a warrant 
suit if a person is discharged owing to defective evidence against him, oF 
owing to the absence of the prosecutor, the case can be re-tried. But if the 
defendant in such a case omits any point in making his defence, there 1s 00 — 
remedy for it. So much for British law. 


A.dministration of criminal justice. 


(d)— Education. 


27. The Pratikdr, of the 2nd October, complains that the students 
Boarding Establishment attached to living in the boarding-house attached to the | 
oe Berhampore College are often half-starved. 
Government spends a large sum for their comfort, but the comforts are 
enjoyed by the Superintendent alone. The students cannot complain to the - 
Principal, for he gets annoyed at such complaint. Does the School 
Committee know that such complaints are punished as “gross acts of 
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‘subordination ?” The number of students in the boarding-house is 
decreasing from year to year. No one wishes to live in it if one can help 
+ The mismanagement of this institution is one of the principal causes 
of the decadence of the Berhampore College for many students go else- 
ahere to receive their education because they cannot live in the local 


poarding-house. Will Mr. Livingstone never come to his senses, even 
though he hears of these abuses ? 


(e)—Local Self Government and Municipal Administration. 


98. The Bharat Mitra, of the 1st October, says that it is unjust 
he amalgamation of the Suburbs that after the amalgamation of the Suburbs 
with Calcutta. with Calcutta, the Suburban rate-payers 
will pay as taxes only what they can and that the remaining sum for 
sanitary arrangements in their quarter will have to be paid by the rate- 
payers of Calcutta, : 

99, The Bhdrat Basi, of the 3rd October, says that Mr. Justice 
Cunningham is trying to become a Com- 
missioner of the Calcutta Municipality. 
If he can work for the municipality, and does not try to ruin 
self-government, there can be no objection to his becoming Commis- 
sioner. But if he becomes a Commissioner, he will not be allowed 
toabuse other people with impunity. He must be prepared for retorts. 
Are his duties in the High Court of so light a nature that he can get 
time to look into the sanitary condition of the town ? 

30. The Bangabdst, of the 3rd October, says that in every free 
country the Government entrusts the people 
with certain amount of public duties. The 
people perform them cheerfully, and they are done at a comparatively small 
cost. But in a subject country, self-government is not encouraged. The 
rulers stand in the way of self-government at every step. The hostility of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the ruler of Bengal, is well known. His 
Honor has recently issued orders that municipalities shall not hold meetings 
on Sundays. If meetings are called on week days, many _ respectable 
Commissioners will not be able to attend. Of course where there are 
Christian members, Sunday meetings should not be held, and as a general 
rule, are not held. 

31. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 5th October, is glad that 
Extension of Mr. ‘Harrison's Government has not granted Mr. Harrison 
nt the extension of leave for 23 days, which 
i wanted. The Commissioners recommended the leave out of respect 
or him. 


Mr. Justice Cunningham. 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


32. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 25th September, says that the Court 
of Wards is oppressing the ryots of the 
Sujamuta estate belonging to the Maharani 
of Burdwan. It is realizing rent with the assistance of the police while 
the Maharani’s men are also realizing rent. The poor ryots are suffering 
creatly. The writer does not know under what law the Court of 
— is demanding rent before establishing its claim before a competent 
Court, 

38. The Pratikdr, of the 2nd October, says that native newspapers 
repeatedly requested Government not to be 
strict this year in the collection of land revenue. 
Mr, Broughton, the Administrator-General of Bengal, requested Government 
0 put astop to the realization of revenue, but Government is never 


The Court of Wards. 


Remission of revenue. 


BHaRaT MiTRa, 
Oct. Ist, 1885. 


BHARAT BasI, 
Oct, 3rd, 1885. 


Samvap Porpa- 
CHANDBODAYA, 


Oct. 5th, 1886. 


Praja BaNDHOU, 
Sept. 25th, 18865, 


BHARAT Kasi, 
Oct. 8rd, 1885. 


SANJIVANI, 
Oct. 3rd, 18865. 


SoM PRAKASH, 
Oct. 5th, 1885. 


SANSODHINI, 
Se pt. 22nd, Ipdso. 
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slow in collecting its own dues. It has not complied with Mr. 
request. Revenue has been realized as usual on the 28th o 


Some of the zemindars found it extremely difficult to 
due to Government. 


34, The Bhdrat Basi, of the 8rd October, says that the Court of 


The Court of Wards andthe Sujas Wards is practising very grea 
mutta pergunnah, ‘ p 5 a) t Oppression 


in the Sujamutta pergunnah belonging to 
the old Maharani of Burdwan. The Court is asking the tenant through 


the police not to pay rent to the Maharani. The sub-divisional office 
of Contai has issued a circular that the estate is a benami one, and that 
therefore no rent need be paid to the Rani. The Police Sub-Inspectorg 


Broughton’s 


f September. 
collect the money 


are threatening the tenants with prosecution in case they pay their reut to 


the Rani. In the case of a dispute between two zemindars, the opposing 
parties create disturbances by employing lathials. But in this case the 
Government of Bengal is the zemindar, and it is no matter of surprise 
that the police should act as lathials. The Maharani was enjoying the 
profits of the zemindari in her own name, since the time of its purchase, 
but no sooner are the Raj estates placed in the hands of the Court of 
Wards than it is trying to snatch it out from her hands. The tenants have 
not paid their rents to the Court of Wards. They have done very well. 
The Statesman says that the officers under the Court are bribing tenants 
to take out false receipts. If any zemindar were guilty of even a fourth of | 
the crimes perpetrated by the officers of the Court, he would have got 
imprisonment for two years or so. But Civilians cannot be sent to jail. he 
Penal Code is not for them. Mr. Rattray fired on men, and Mr. Cowen 
killed a large number of Cookas, but they received no punishment. 


35. The Sanjivani, of the 3rd October, says that the quarrel of the 


ny Court of Wards with the old Maharani of | 
Burdwan, is becoming more and more intense. 
The writer is struck dumb to hear that the Court is trying to dispossess the 


Maharani. It is bribing the tenants and requesting the Moonsiff not to 
pay the Maharani her dues. Government should look to this matter. 


36. <A correspondent of the same paper writes under the heading “the | 
Distress and the Zemindars of Burdwan,” that 
pune distress and the zemindarsof these have ordered their officers not to allow 
urdwan. : ; R 
their tenants to gather in the harvest without 
paying their rent. This has greatly disheartened the tenants, who have 
recently suffered very great distress. [s there no atonement for these crimes? © 


Great agitations are indeed occasionally made, but the cultivators have 
nothing to hope for in this country. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


37. A correspondent of the Som Prakdsh, of the 5th October, hopes | 
that the Viceroy will sanction the Lieutenant- 
Greve Ransghat and Bhagawangola (overnor’s proposal for the expenditure of a 


lakh of rupees on the construction of the | 
Ranaghat and Bhagawangola line. If this work is taken up, many people | 


living in Ranaghat and adjacent places will be able to procure food for four 
or five months. , 


(h)— General. 


38. The Sansddhini, of the 22nd September, hears that there has | 


| ish, where 
iil been an outbreak of cholera at Kuaish, wie 


three persons have died in one family in 
the course of six or seven hours. Government should attend to this matter. 
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39, The Praja Bandhu, of the 25th September, thinks that Chander- 
nagore is better governed than Bengal. The 
way in which the English treat the people of 
India, with whose money and by whose blood they have become great and 
have attempted to conquer Egypt and Afghanistan is really astonishing. 
Against whom should the dissatisfaction of the people be directed? Not 
rertainly against the inhuman civilians, who do not try to save lives 
during famine, but against Her Majesty, who, if she wills, can do immense 
good to her subjects. The English boast of constitutional Government. 
But under this constitution what steps have they taken to save lives? 
The crops have been all destroyed. If the subjects die, whom are the 
English to rule? The English Statesmen often say that they govern India 
for the good of her people. But this on mature consideration appears to be 
aboax. Had they governed India for Indians, India would never have been 
reduced to such a miserable condition. India is governed in the interests 
of England. The English themselves say that taxation without representa- 
tion is tyranny. But this does not apply to India where the last drop of 
the people’s blood is sucked dry without even one thought of consulting 
them on the subject. 

40, The same paper says that the civilians of Allahabad are 
in the habit of accepting presents from 
respectable native residents. The taking of 
presents is prohibited by Government. How then do these judges do such 
things ? 

41. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th September, says that the natives 
are loyal tothe Englishe Why? Because the 
English possess all the eight qualities which 
constitute greatness according to the philosophers of India. There are 
(1) Atomicity. When the English entered the country, they were small like 
atoms. (2) Lightness. They have shown their lightness in connection with 
the recent quarrel with Russia. (3) Pervasion. The English have pervaded 
the whole world. (4) Unrestrained will. Whois more despotic than an 
Englishman in India? (5) Greatness. The English have made themselves 
great by fattening their person. They were not 70,00,000 five handred 
years ago, but now they are 3,50,00,000. (6) Powertorule. This the 
English possess in the largest quantity. They have turned all the races in- 
habiting India into dogs. (7) The power of making others obedient. This 
also the English possess in the largest quantity. (8) The desire to fulfil 
one’s own desires. At one time they were not even noticed in India, but 
now all their desires have been fulfilled. 

The English sometimes favour the women of the lower orders of people 
in this country. Wicked people raise great howls against them, but they 
do not seem to know that the English who are Christians, and who believe 
in the doctrine of equality, are in the habit of raising those who are low. 

The English kill one or two men in their desire to do good, and 
those who are killed certainly go to heaven as the Rakshas killed by Ram 
went there. 

The English do not give high appointments to Bengalis. Wicked people 
make this a grievance. Bengalis are weak and have no asinine qualities, 
and so they cannot bear heavy burdens. They pay the English something 
and make them work for them. 


Pengal and Chandernagore. 


Taking of presents. 


Loyalty to the English. 


Wicked people say that the English are enriching their own country 
with India’s money, and so this cvuntry is getting more and more 
lupoverished day by day. Such expressions in the mouth of the liberal 

indu are intolerable. This country is rich, and so foreigners oppress it for 
Money. For money, numbers of men die in this country. 


PRAJA BANDHU, 
Sept. 25th, 18865. 


PrRaAJA BANDHv. 


Dacca PeakasH, 
Sept. 27th, 1885, 
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Let the money be taken away by others. Such dangerous things should 
not be allowed to remain in the country. 
Borpwak SaNstvant, 42. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 28th September, says that the 
Sept. 88th, 1885. people of this country do not know how to 
do things in proper time. When Sir Rivers 
Thompson was extremely ill they began to clamour for the relief of distress 
caused by the famine. For a sick man to relieve the distress in five districts 
is neither possible nor agreeable. Sir Rivers Thompson could not enjoy 
reat even for aday. He fled to Darjeeling. But he got no relief even there, 
People were not satisfied, though officers of Government were doing 
their best. They began to tease Sir Rivers Thompson ; anxiety increased 
his illness and he was obliged to take leave. He left Bengal alto. 
gether. The climate of Ceylon enabled him to recover his health, j 
but he could not regain his former strength. But no sooner did he land in 
Bengal than people began to clamour for the relief of distress caused by the 
floods during his absence. He had not yet received any reports about the | 
floods, and so he could not promise anything to the deputation which 
waited upon him. The writer does not know how to blame Sir Rivers Thompson 
under these circumstances. The Government of India had ordered retrench.- 
ment. How could Sir Rivers Thompson spend money for the relief of distress ? 
Providence has set its face against the people, what can Sir Rivers Thompson — 
do? Sir Rivers Thompson has said that there is no Famine Relief Fund. Is 
this a falsehood ? If the proceeds of the license-tax constituted a relief fund, 
how could Lord Lytton spend them in the Afghan war ? Those who say that | 
the license-tax was imposed for the purpose of famine relief do not say the 
truth. | , 
BURDWAN SaNJIVaNtl. 48. A correspondent of the same paper, says that the pay of the 
The Sub-Postmaster of Mashae Sub-Postmaster of Mashagram should be 
gram. increased. He is an able and amiable officer. 
Buarat MAIR, 44. The Bharat Mihir, of the lst October, says that in the course 
Oct Ist, 188), The license-tax and the famine Of his conversation with the members of the 
fund. deputation, that recently waited upon the 
Lieutenant-Governor on the subject of the distress caused by the floods, 
His Honor said, that there was no such thing as a famine fund, | 
Lord Lytton created the famine fund, and for this purpose imposed the | 
license-tax. The proceeds of the tax, Lord Lytton remarked from his 
place in the Indian Legislative Council, would be strictly applied for the 
purpose of famine relief. But he was the first to break his promise and 
misapply the fund for the purpose of meeting the expenses of the Afghan | 
war. Lord Ripon came and ruled that a certain amount should be set apart 
every year as a Contribution to the famine fund. But the famine fund | 
has disappeared. Of course, there is the money and the tax also continaes to | 
be levied, but the proceeds are now being spent in meeting the expenses of 
war and paying the subsidy to the Ameer of Cabul. The history of the 
license-tax and the famine fund furnishes a striking illustration of the 
justice of the British Government. But such a fate would not have 
certainly overtaken the famine fund, if Lord Ripon had now been in this 
country. No sooner did he leave India than the fund disappeared. 
Lord Dufferin cannot be said to have any sympathy for the people. What } 
Colonel Osborne said of him, namely, that he would hold out many hopes, | 
but would do little in practice has very nearly come to be fulfilled. The 
people of India desire that the famine fund should be re-established. They 
should not remain silent any longer. 
PaTaa, 45. The Pdtakd, of the 2nd October, referring to the arrangements | 
Oct, 2nd, 1885. Government and the present dise that are being made by Government for the 
_— fixing of the Afghan boundary says tna 
it will not be well if Government makes no such efforts to save the lives | 


Sir Bivers Thompson. 
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if the people who are suffering from the floods. If people die of star- 
cation what is the good of strengthening the frontier ? 

46. The same paper says that if at this time of political troubles in 

? India, Lord Ripon had been at the head of 
Lord Bipon. affairs, and if be had been obeyed by his 
ubordinates, and supported by the Home Government, he could have rendered 
eat services to India. In that event proper arrangements would have 
been made for the defence of India with due observance of economy, 
necessary public works would have been undertaken for the relief of 
distress, natives would have been appointed to high offices on a more exten- 
ive scale, and prosperity and contentment would have reigned in this 
conquered country. — 

47, The Praja Bandhu, of the 2nd October, says that the English 
were at one time anxious to secure the right 
of carrying on trade in the territories of Native 
Princes, and now the States of those princes are subject to them. They can by 
mere word of mouth create such States. An insignificant English officer can 
beggar a prince or a princess. This is certainly a great change of fortune, and 
itseemed that such a fortunate nation must be endowed with exceptionally 
good qualities, but experience and long contact with it have shown that this 
nation has two phases of character. As scon as anything is seen beyond the 
external glitter, tiie nation appears like the sun seen through the telescope. 
The faculties of its mind have not been properly developed. It cannot 
bear the supplication of people in distress, but any hard word at once 
reacbes its ears. It makes, like all other mortals, a distinction between 
the black and the white. How can ove reverence another in whom one 
cannot see one’s superior. People worship either through fear or through 
reverence. The English should do thas by which people may reverence 
them, and not fear them. 

48. The Editor of the same paper appeals to his countrymen to try their 
best to represent their grievances to the Q1een- 
Empress. She is like a mother to her people. 
Her heart is sure to melt. People should with one voice make known to 
her the oppression practised by white men resident in India.- How people 
are losing their honour, their wealth, and their all, through the oppressive 
conduct of these men, how the people are being cheated by these white men, 
and how they are sleeping in peace when the people are suffering intensely 
from the effects of recent floods: if people unite to proclaim these stories 
of oppression in Kngland and Europe, their grievances are sure to be redressed. 

49. The same paper says that when Lord Dufferin came to India he 
promised well, but he now seems to be falling 


The British Government. 


Anglo-Indian officials. 


Lord Dufferin, 


Perhaps the parting honours bestowed on Lord Ripon inspired him with 
a desire to emulate the late Viceroy and to obtain similar honours at the 
lime of his own departure, but be failed to imitate His Lordship, and so he 
bas changed his tone. He has undertaken to build palaces at enormous costs 
it a time when men are starving owing to famines and floods. He is 
‘agaged in hunting at a time when men are being haunted by death. He 
S tulning the self-government scheme by giving out that Government 
‘an interfere in the work of the municipalities. 

00. The same paper says that the license tax was imposed with 
the object of helping poor men in their 
| distress. People are dying of starvation and 
‘til Government does not touch the money raised by the imposition of the 
“ense tax. Perhaps it has been spent in preparations for war. This is 
Usappropriation. If any one else had done it, he would have been guilty 
“acrime. But who, except God, can punish those who are rulers ? 


The license tax, 


gradually into the hands of Anglo-Indians. ' 


PaTaKa, 
Oct. 2nd, 1885. 


Praja BaxDae, 
Oct, 2nd, 1885. 


Praja BaNpuHU. 


Praja BAaNDHUe 
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51. The Sanjtvani, of the 3rd October, says that a Russophob; 
Government is increasing the number _ , 

troops. Iwo crores will be required to ai 

the cost of the increased army. And these two crores are to be raised be 

the imposition of an income tax. The Government of India wilfg) 4 

creases the cost of the administration, and throws the burden on the ia 4 
Lord Ripon has said in a recent speech at Bolton, that unless natives a 
pointed to high places it will be impossible to decrease the cost of administra. 
tion. Onefrown from Russia caused the disappearance of the famine fund 
and an increase of two crores to the cost of the army. How long can 
such an administration last? The chronic insolvency of the Government wij] 
not be over until natives are given high appointments and the large salaries _ 
of civilians are reduced. 

iid 52. The same paper says that when imposing the license-tax, Lord 


i Lytton gave a solemn pledge that the pro- 
ee ceeds of the tax were to be employed ane 
for the relief of famines. His own words run thus:— The sole justifica- 


tion for the increased taxation which has just been imposed upon the people 
of India for the purpose of ensuring this Empire against the worst calamit 
of further famine, so far as an insurance can now be practically provided, 
is the pledge we have given that a sum not less than a_ million 
and a half sterling which exceeds the amount of additional contrivv- 
tions obtained from the people for this purpose shall be annually applied 
to it.” : 

Lord Ripon announced in the Gazette of India thata crore and a 
half will be kept apart every year from the proceeds of the license-tax and 
of the Public Works Cess for the purpose of relieving the distressed, 
for taking measures for the prevention of famines and for liquidating § 
debts. Baboo Durga Charan Laha, Mr. Keswick and the Head Commissioner 
of the Paper Currency Department, were appointed as a Committee to 
enquire into the working of the scheme. This was in 1882. During the 
administration of Lord Ripon the country was prosperous. During bis 
administration, Rs. 7,500,000 were spent every year in the construction of 
railways, and Rs. 7,500,000 in clearing debts when famine was raging in 
Bengal. Sir Auckland Colvin allotted Ks. 3,830,000 for the relief of 
distress) When Russia appeared at the gates of Herat, the . English in 
their itching for war, made preparations for warlike operations, and the trea- | 
suries became empty. People are paying taxes for the relief of famines’ 
and Government is hesitating to pay a pice ata time when people have 
no food and no house. What right has Government to misspend the proceeds 
either of the license-tax or of the Public Works Cess? Government 
has misappropriated public money in the dark. These misdeeds of 
Government have become intolerable. Have the natives become so spiril- 
less and cowardly that they can see all these things without saying 4 
word? The story of this treachery on the part of Government should be pro- 
claimed in every country, and the English public should be made acquainted 
with it. 

Buumathas.  . 583, The Bhdrat Bast, of the 8rd October, is afraid that an income | 
ey ederng Sane tax is likely to be imposed. The Peoncer 
mec has a long article on the subject. The 

article is most likely written by an officer to prepare the public mind for 4 

calamity like the imposition ofan income tax. Lord Ripon is of opinion 

that an income tax is hateful to the people of India, and that therefore it 

should not be imposed. The writer does not understand how Lord Dufferin can 

impose a tax which has been so strongly condemned by his 
predecessor, The traders are paying the  license-tax. The purpos 

for which the tax was imposed has not at all been served by it. 


An income tar. 
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Government has qilfully become guilty of a breach of promise, The 
traders will have to pay not only the license tax, but income tax also. 
Taxation is already very heavy uncer the English, and it is to be heavier 
till. If Government goes on taxing in this way, the country will simply 
be depopulated. Lora Ripon was regarded asa god. The first utterances 
of Lord Dufferin raised hopes of good administration in the minds of 
men. He will not understand the misery of the people. Lord Ripon 
established peace in the country. But Lord Dufferin considers that soldiers 
are more necessary for the defence of a country than the contentment of 
its people. The writer is afraid that the tax will be imposed as soon as 


Lord Dufferin comes down to Calcutta. The people should begin to 
agitate from this time against its imposition. 


64, The same paper says that the Government of India has asked 


; Mr. Bernard to be prepared to come to 
ee Bengal. Will Sir Rivers Thompson really 


leave the country ? His health is not good. He should go home on long 
eave to recruit his health. 


55. The same paper says that a proposal has been made to place 
Martini-Henri rifles and native. the Martini-Henri rifle in the hands of native 
soldiers. soldiers. But Government says that this 
should be done very gradually. The Government is greatly mistaken. 
If the native soldiers are to be entrusted with guns at all, they should be 


entrusted with the best guns. They cannot be trusted and distrusted at — 


one and the same time. 


56. The same paper is glad to find that the Z#dian Daily News has at 


iniceeiiainaiailin last come to understand that the Kidderpore 
ee Docks are unnecessary. The native papers said 
the same thing long ago. But who hears them ? Government would seem to 


believe that the Native Press never speaks anything good. Thirty-five lakhs 
have already been spent. There is no way of receding now. Calcutta is going 
to be ruined for the docks. The amalgamation of the municipalities has 


been proposed because of these docks, The Viceroy supports this measvre, 
and it will soon be accomplished. 


57. The same paper says that the license tax was imposed on the 


% distinct understanding that its proceeds should 
e license tax. 


be used for the relief of the famine-stricken 
only. Itit were in England the traders who pay the tax would have 


refused to pay it. The writer thinks that even in India the traders have 


a cause of action, because Government has broken its pledge of relieviag 
the famine-stricken. 


08. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 5th October, asks—Does 
Sit Rivers Thompson and the Sir Rivers Thompson believe that when Lord 
rns Fone. Lytton recorded a resolution and a minute on 
the Famine Fund, and when Sir Joho Strachey spoke on the subject in the 
Indian Legislative Council, they believed one thing and said another ? And 
does His Honor desire that when Government gives its pledges to the people 
of India to do a certain thing they should not believe those pledges? One 
could understand Sir Rivers Tompson if he said that there was no money iu 
tue Famine Fund, or that it had been spent for some other purpose. In that 
“ase the people would understand that though Government had made a 
Promise that the Famine Fund would not be applied to any but its legitimate 
purpose, yet the authorities were compelled during an emergency to break 
that promise, but Sir Rivers Thompson denied the existence of the fund. 
o is Honor point out when and by what Legislative Act Government 


fe abolished this fund and transferred the proceeds of the license tax 
0 the general revenues ? 
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Until His Honor can do this, the people will continue to cherish their bel; f 
in the existence of the Famine Fund, and Government will continue to be 
bound by the pledges it has given in this connection. 

If any person should die in consequence of the distress occa 
the late floods, and if any relative of the deceased were to arraion 
Government in a court of law, and could prove that Government hatte 
failed to spend the proceeds of the license tax, and the Public Works Cec 
on their legitimate objects the deceased had met with his death, and that 
in consequence Government was bound to make good the loss caused by 
such death, what decision would the Judges pass in such a case? 


Sir Rivers Thompson does not seem to mind much the present distress 
in Bengal, and would seem to believe that the floods will not cause much 
hardship to the people. : 

May Providence fulfil his expectations! But if the worst apprehensions 
of the people are realized, there can be no doubt that natives of Bengal 
will make a vigorous agitation over the Famine Fund. The native public 
may overlook the action of Government in spending the fund on the 
defence of the North-West frontier of India; it may even overlook the 
violation of its pledges by Government, but it will not show equal leniency — 
if there be deaths from starvation among the people, and Government does | 
not put forth efforts to remedy the evil. In that case not only the people 


of Bengal and of India, but even the Enzlish nation and English Parliament 
will condemn the Government. 


sioned by 


ANANDA BaZAR 


NDA Bi 59. The sume paper publishes what it calls the second resolution 


Oct. Sth, 1885. Government resolution on the floods. of Government . _ t he floods. In this 
: so-called resolution Sir Rivers Thompson 
is made to say among other things that the floods. will remove the 


scarcity of water in many places of Bengal from which loud complaints 
regarding insufficient water-supply were heard. The floods will prove 


beneficial in another way, namely, that they will compel people to live 
on half rations, and occasionally to go without food altogether, inasmuch 
as the crops have all been destroyed. This will enable the people t» save 
much of their expenses, and also to learn the practice of yoga so much 
valued by Hindus. Another beneficial effect of the floods will be that 
people whose houses have been destroyed will erect new houses, and this 
will promote sanitation. If cattle are destroyed, a brisk trade in hides and 
bone-dust for manuring purposes will go on, and this will be a distinct 
gain. In consequence of the destruction of a large number of cattle, the 
surviving few will be enabled to obtain sufficient fodder, and the strength 
of the cultivators will be improved, inasmuch as they will now have to carry 
on the work of cultivation unassisted by cattle. People will fall sick 
and will cease to eat any food, and this will accustom them to. fasting. 
They will become unfit for any work and will depend on others for help. 
This will remove all their anxieties. Sir Rivers Thompson can say from 
his own experience that dependence on others for the performance of ones 
own duty is very agreeable. If people die, they will eseape the miseries of 
this life. Not being Christians, however, they will not see salvation. 
The local officials therefore will confer a great benefit upon them if they 
can now induce them to embrace Christianity. 
Awanpa Bazar 60. The same paper says that the Bengal Tenancy. Act constitutes 
Sijiess Sir Rivers Thompson and zemin- Unmistakeable proof of the fact that 51 
3 Rivers Thompson is friendly neither to the 
zemindar nor to the ryot. Further evidence on the point was obtained 
when His Honor said to the deputation that waited upon him oo the 
subject of the floods, that it was the duty of the zemindars to help the 
ryots in this time of their distress. The Government which bas cause 
a rupture of good feelings between the zemindars and the ryots caanot now 
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from 
ment 


What can b 

denied the existence of a Famine Relief Fund. Government is 
trying to conceal the distress caused in the province by the floods. 
Sir Rivers Thompson has also said that the floods will benefit the country. 
Does he mean by this that the people will no longer suffer distress when a 
large number of them will havedied? Upon that principle the Lieutenant- 
Governor may benefit the country by ordering the execution of one 
thousand. Indians every day. 


62. The same paper says that there is great difference between Lord 


: Ripon and Lord Dufferin. The views ex- 
ne ee pressed by Lord Dufferin in his resolution on 
the Calcutta Municipality are quite at variance with the views which were 
expressed by Lord Ripon on the subject. Promoting good feeling between 
Government and the Native Princes was the cardinal policy of Lord Ripon. 
But Lord Dufferin has expressed the intention of stationing a Resident with 
full powers in Cashmir. ‘The writer desires that Lord Dufferin should 
not act contrary to that cardinal policy under the influence of Anglo- 
Indians. 


63. The same paper, referring to Sir Rivers Thompson’s appointing, as 

| : members of the Distress Relief Committee, 

pie hicutenant-Governor and the those persons whose statements he did not 
istress Relief Committee. 


believe afew days ago, asks are those persons 
his servants that they will obey his varying orders ? 


64. The DNavavibhdkar, of the 5th October, says that Sir Rivers 


ent Thompson has said that “ there is no such 

om ain elie Pah thing ‘s a Famine Insurance Fund.” Sir 

Rivers may say this now. The people have understood the value of the 
promises of Government. There was such a fund when Lord Lytton made 
arrangements for the further sucking of the blood of the famine-afflicted 
people of India by the imposition of a license tax. The money collec- 
ted by that means was spent upon the Afghan War. But still the 
name of the Famine Relief Fund was not abolished. Lord Ripon 
set aside 75 lakhs of rupees of the fund for the clearing of debts, 
and 75 lakhs for the construction of public works calculated to prevent 
famines. But the relief of the present distress is far more urgent than 
clearing of debts and construction of public works calculated to prevent 
famines, Lord Lytton promised “to apply funds from the surplus 
revenue at the rate of one and a half millions sterling per annum, in such a 
manner as to create what shall be in fact an insurance fund from which future 
expenditure for famine relief can be provided for.” Sir Rivers Thompson 
has denied the existence of the fund, lest he should have to spend money out 
of it for the relief of the present distress. But the Secretary of State has 
not been able to deny the existence of the fund. Lord Lytton promised 
that the fund would be applied for the relief of distress, and that it would be 
applied for clearing debts and constructing public works in those years when 
there would be no distress. From this it is evident that the prevention of 
mine was the sole object of t.s fund. Sir Rivers Thompson has denied 
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the existence of the Famine Relief Fund. But the writer appeals to the Vice. 
roy, to the Secretary of State, and to the English people for an expression | 
on the subject. 

65. The same paper says that India has had to pay 81 lakhs ang 

60 thousands of rupees for the followin 
Ph yn ror money upon §=inglish institutions :—The Secretary of State’s 

office, the Secretary of State’s library, the 
Secretary of State’s store-house, the Cooper’s Hill College, ‘and q 
Lunatic Asylum. Indians have had to pay a large sum for the construction 
of the Cooper’s Hill College building, whose students are depriving 
them of their bread. They have also to pay the expenses of an English 
Lunatic Asylum. Has that asylum been established for the few civilians 
who become mad after killing natives? Indians have to pay about 30 
lakhs of rupees annually for the maintenance of the Secretary of State’s 
office by which they are more injured than benefited. While the cost for 
the maintenance of the India Office is so large, that for the maintenance of 
the Colonial Office is only 4 lakhs and 4 thousands annually. The cause 
of this difference is that while Indians have to maintain the India Office, 
the English tax-payers have to pay the expenses of the Colonial Office, 
Such is the difference between India and the Culonies. 

66. The Samaya, of the 6th October, desires that Government should 
carefully consider the state of the country, | 
and of its North-Western frontier. The ex- 
penses incurred at the time when war with Russia seemed tobe imminent, 
and the expenses which are being incurred at the present moment to gain 
the friendship of the Amir, are emptying the treasuries of India. If Govern- | 
ment continues to spend money on frivolous pretexts, it will soon lose the 
respect of the Indian population. Government has stopped the Railways 
which were either undertaken or projected. The writer cannot understand 
why a mercantile nation has made such a proposal to put a stop to Railway 
work. The writer advises Government to complete the construction of Rail- 
ways from the profit of which it will soon be able to replenish its treasuries, | 
which have been drained owing to the recent preparations for war. 

67. The same paper hears that a report has been submitted to | 

The Lock Hospital at Calcutta Government for the abolition of the Lock | 
: Hospital. The abolition will bea very bad 
step. The diseases treated in that hospital cannot be and should not. be | 
treated in any other hospital. 

68. The same paper is glad to hear that Government has 

sanctioned the proposal of Mr. Tawney, the 
Peg ge 's proposal for increasing )irector of Public Instruction, to increase the 
' pay of the head-masters of zilla schools to 
Rs. 200 a month. Mr. Tawney has up to this 

time done nothing. But by this he has done real service to the Depart- 
ment, and he therefore deserves the thanks of the community. 

69. The Urdu Guide, of the 5th October, says that while Indians 

Educated natives and Indian sd- are coming to know of the system of Govern- — 
——— ment in England by study and by travelling © 
in Europe, they find nothing like that in their own country. This is very 


The Government. 


unsatisfactory to educated natives. If natives are appointed members 


of the Legislative Council, they are not appointed members of the Executive 
Council of the Government. 


70. The Som Prakdsh, of the 5th October, referring to Mr. Cockerell’s 
The residence of the Governors coming down to Calcutta after laying down 


the h 


: his temporary Lieutenant-Governorship, Say5 | 
that now he will not perhaps suffer from heat in Calcutta. The offic 
feel the heat intensely when they are appointed Governors. Many res | 
pectable Englishmen do not leave Calcutta in the summer. ‘The reputation | 
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¢ Boglishmen for justice and generosity is not maintained if they waste 
a money of the people for their own happiness. The Viceroy and the 
Provincial Governors receive large salaries. If the heat in the plains 


. intolerable to them they can defray the expenses on account of their 
ijovrt in the hills from their own salaries. 


71. The same paper is sorry that Mr. Gladstone will not be able, 
owing to ill-health, to assume the leadership 

Mr. Gladstone. of the Liberal party at the time of the general 
election. The writer says that at present there is no statesman so experi 
enced and liberal as Mr. Gladstone in England. _ England is becoming 
entangled in such difficulties that she will be placed in a very dangerous 
situation if an able statesman like Mr. Gladstone be not at the head of 


affairs. 


72, The same paper says that it has been in a manner settled that the 
strength of the Indian army will be increased. 
India will probably this time sink down under 
her burden. It is proposed to impose an income tax. Lord Dufferin and 
Lord Randolph Churchill have determined to make their names immortal. 
The Hindu princes took one-sixth of the income of people as revenue, but 
the English Government probably takes more than that from people as 
revenue. Still it is not satisfied. If an income tax is imposed, cries of dis- 
tress will arise from the whole of India. Indians should write with Anglo- 
Indians to protest against the above proposal. 


73. The same paper says that the two faults of the English Gov- 
ee ernment, namely, oppression and breach of 
Se promises, are calculated to injure it. The 
writer is greatly alarmed at the English Government’s committing these two 
faults under Lord Randolph Churchill and Lord Dufferin. Oppressions by 
Government are being heard of in every Department and at every instance. 
It has become a disease with Government to show indifference to the suffer- 
ings of the people. Sir Rivers Thompson is pre-eminent in that respect. 
Tue first fault of Government will reach its utmost limits if, as is proposed, 
an income tax is imposed for meeting the expeases which will be required 
for the increase of the strength of the army and for clearing the debts which 
have been incurred on account of increased military expenditure. Govern- 
ment has also been guilty of breach of promise by spending the money of the 
Famine Relief Fund upon military preparations. Lord Randolph Churchill 
stated without any hesitation a few days ago that the money of the 
Famine Relief Fund had been spent upon military preparations. Sir Rivers 
Thompson has gone a step beyond him and has said there is no such thing 
aa Famine Relief Fund. The ways of the Christian Government are 
strange. Its promises too are strange. It is strange that the tongues of 
Lord Randolph Churchill and Sir Rivers Thompson did not cleave to 
the roof of their mouths when they made the above statement. 


An income tax. 


74. The Surabhe, of the 7th October, says that a rumour is afloat 
Appointment of Mr. Bernard as Lieu. that the Government of India has ordered 
ma-Governor. Mr. Bernard to be in readiness for joining 
the office of Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. Lord Dufferin will entitle 
\nself to the special gratitude of the people if he removes the sickly, in- 
‘mpetent, unsympathetic and anti-native Sir Rivers Thompson, and appoints 

. Bernard as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. , 


75. The same paper, referring to the rumour that Lord Dufferin will 


4 ,® Tumour about the imposition impose an income tax, says that if the already 


income tax. too heavy burden of taxation is made stil 
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heavier, the sufferings of the people will know no bounds. Indians showlq 
make great efforts to prevent the imposition of any additional tay 
England should pay for the defences of India, inasmuch as she is far more 
interested in the defence of India than Indians. 


76. The same paper referring to the recommendations of the Locg| 


i a is Government -about appointments to ¢h 
ee Native Civil Service says, that natives do or 
want the reform of the Native Civil Service but its abolition, and the raisin 


of the standard of age for the Covenanted Civil Service. But Government 
will not grant what the people want. 


77. The same paper says that the posts of Commander-in-Chief of 
The posts of Commander-in-Chiefp Madras and of Bombay are unnecessary. Qo. 


of Madras and of Bombay. vernment may save much money by abolishing 
those posts. 


78. The same paper says that the Madras Government has reproved 

two English officials for importing two iron 
chests from Englana when good iron chests 
of native manufacture can be obtained ip 
Madras, and warned them against repetition of such an act. Will the 
other local Governments follow this example of the Madras Government? 


If the local Governments do not do so, the Government of India should 
make them do so. 


79. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor said at | 
eee Belvedere that there was no such thing asa 
tectesgmadhecscue rabeaer Famine Relief Fund. So the happy delusion 
of the people that there is a Famine Relief Fund has been removec. At the 
commencement of British rule in India, Umichand was cured of his delusion 
by the forged agreement of Clive. Umichand became mad when his hopes — 
proved a delusion. In the same manner the people of Bengal are about 
to go mad upon hearing the above statement of the Lieutenant-Governor. | 
People never dreamt that the policy which was followed at the commence- 
ment of British rule would continue to be followed. When the license | 
tax was first imposed, Government promised in distinct words that the 
proceeds of the tax would be spent for the relief of distress. Butin 
spite of that solemn pledge, Lord Lytton spent the money upon the 
Afghan war. After thatthe nobleminded Lord Ripon in order to remedy. 
the evil, ordered that one and a half crore of rupees should be set apart | 
every year for the Famine Relief and Insurance Funds. After two years, 
members have ceased to be appointed for superintending the fund, and now 


the Lieutenant-Governor has shamelessly said that tiere is no Famine 
Relief Fund. 


80. The Dainik, of the 7th October, says that Parliament should, 
ial Oiialiaal ial from time to time, enquire into the adminis- 
3 tration of India. It has neglected to do £0 
for the last seven and twenty years. When the East. India Company 
was in power, an enquiry was held at the end of every twenty years at the 
time of the renewal of the Charter. If the enquiry had resulted in proving 
anything against the Company, it would have been difficult to obtain the 
Charter, and sv the Company was very careful in the administration of the | 
country. The administration of the Company was considered to be doing 
more evil than good, and so the Queen undertook to govern the country 
directly. But the officers under her direct control are disobeying the orders 
of Parliament contained in the Act of 1858, in the same way as the Com- 
pany disobeyed those of the Board of Directors. But the Company used 
to be brought to account once in twenty years, while the officers under the 
present system have no such thing to. fear. If grievances are made knowa 


Government and ive manufac- 
tures. nat 
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to Parliament it points them out to the India Council, and people have no 
sonfidence in that Council. 
91. The Datnik, of the 8th October, says that the Lieutenant- 
Sir Rivers Thompson on the Governor is of Opinion that though the agricul- 
goods. turists are in some distress owing to the recent 
goods, these will not do them any permanent harm. Sir Rivers Thompson 
joes not think death or life of men to be question which involves an 
permanent harm. The increase of fertility is a permanent benefit. The 
breaking of the embankment has done good. If so, Sir Rivers should order 
the Magistrate of Berhampore to cut the locel embankment every year. 

Sir Rivers was requested by tne Murshedabad Association to supply 
the distressed people with cloths. But he has distinctly said that 
Government is not bound to do so. Government has no money for 
the distribution of food, and it is not bound to distribute cloths. British 
Government is ready to supply all other wants except those of food and 
clothing. No one should speak of the want of food and clothing. If you are 
in want, raise subscriptions, do anything, but do not tease officials. This 
model system of Government should be recorded in letters of fire in the 
pages of time, and placed before the ruler of the universe for His judgment. 


I] ].—Lxcisnative. 


82. The Som Prakash, of the 5th October, says that it is not easy to 
estimate the injury which Indians are suffering 
The Arms Act. 
injurious in a country abounding in wild animals. In some places the cul- 
tivators are often killed by tigers. The cultivators cannot also prevent 
wild boars from destroying their crops, inasmuch as they are 
not armed. 


LV.—NartiveE Strarzs. 


8&3. The Sansodhint, of the 22nd September, is of opinion that one 
of the principal duties of Government in their 
dealings with Native States is to check 
extravagant expenditure. The Maharajah of Hill Tipperah never gives any 
account of his disbursements. Perhaps he is afraid that if he does so, he 
will not be able to spend money just as he pleases. The English should try 
to introduce their own system of Government into the Native States. The 
Rajas will get a pension over and above which should not spend a pice without 
consulting their Ministers. The arbitrary power of Native Princes in incur- 
nog expenditure should be checked. 

84. The Sahachar, of the 30th September, says that it is rumoured 

eu. that a Resident will be keptin Cashmere. The 

) writer says that some Anglo-Indians are 

trying to make Government hostile to Cashmere. Reform in the adminis- 

tration of Native States is desirable. The policy of annexation will no 
longer be followed. 

85. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 1st October, says that the native 
princes are not like the British Government, 
| indifferent in the matter of relieving the 
distress of their subjects during famine. The Nizam of Hyderabad and the 
Maharajah of Mysore are adopting energetic relief measures in view of the 
impending famine in their respective dominions. 

86. The Uchit Vaktd, of the 8rd October, says that many Anglo- 

een Indians recommend the annexation of Cash- 
mere on the ground of its opposition to free 
wade. The writer sars that France, Austria, and Germany also are opposed to 


The Tipperah State. 


Native princes and famine relief. 


owing to the Arms Act. Such an Act is very 
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free-trade. But Anglo-Indians do not venture to recommend the pio. 
clamation of war against those countries on that ground. Because Cashmere 
is weak they make the above recommendation. 

87. The Bangdbasi, of the 8rd October, says that before the ob 


nee 
Cashmere. of the late Maharajah of Cashmere a equies 


re Over, 


the English Government has issued orders tha, 
there should be a permanent resident in that state. The writer thinks that 
this order is a violation of the existing treaties with the State. 

88. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 4th October, says that Tipperah jg 


an Independent State. Government has 
nothing to do with its internal administration 
and in Lord Northbrooks’ time, Mr. Secretary Aitchison promised never to jp. 
terfere with the Government of the state. Sir Rivers Thompson had no 
business therefore to record the resolution on the Tipperah State, which he has 
published. If his object was to give sound advice to the Maharajah, he could 
easily have done so by friendly remonstrances. There was no need for the publi 
cation of the resolution. The writer does not find any reason why Sir Rivers 
should be dissatisfied with the Maharajah of Tipperah. His State is pros- 
perous. Is the Maharajah to blame for the prosperity of his country ? 

89. The Som Prakash, of the 5th October, says that the Maharajah 

- of Tipperah should clear his debts by reducing 
igen his office establishment and the salaries of the 
officers. It will be a matter of deep regret if the State passes under the | 
management of the British Government during his life-time. It is said that 
the Minister- Associate discharges his duties from Calcutta. Those officers 
who think that the work of administration cannot be carried on satisfactorily 
if they remain in the State, may as well improve the condition of the State 
by going to heaven. 
90. The same paper says, referring to = py oy of a Behar 
being busy with the balls in Simla, that 
ee ee eee N ake Princes are becoming the laughing- 
stock of the people by imitating English manners and customs, and by 
spending their time in English amusements. Because Englishmen are 
inhabitants of a cold country they are obliged to go to the hills. But it is 
not easy to understand why Native Princes remain on the hills. Has the 
Maharajah of Cooch Behar finished the work of administration? Or is he 
enjoying pleasure like the Indian Governors by neglecting his duties ? 

91. The travelling correspondent of the same paper says that stains 
are being cast upon the British name 
owing to the absence of good arrangements 
for the administration of the Mayurbunj State. Some persons may say that 
the Gurjat Mehals have not become fit for good administrative arrangements. 
But the correspondent can say from his experience that Mayurbhun) bas 
become fit for such arrangements. But a system of administration 
thoroughly English will not be suited to the State. The present adminis- 
tration of Mayurbhunj is so bad that it has excited the deepest indignation 
in the heart of the correspondent. There are three judicial officers in the 
capital. One of these decides eight or nine cases in a day, another 20 
or 21 cases in a day and the third three or four cases in a day. ‘Those who — 
daily decide so many cases cannot probably do justice. It may be said that 
such things are to be expected in the Gurjat Mehals. But why should 
such be the case when the judicial establishment is like that in tbe 
British territories? The English manager has for his chief assistant a head 
constable who has suffered imprisonment in the British territories. This 
man is in charge of the Sudder police. It is said that this man assists the 
manager in everything from the purchase of fowl to the writing of judgments. — 
The writer learns from the Utkal Darpan that the manager and the 
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her of the late Raja are not on good terms. This appears probable 
0 the formers earnest efforts is discredit to the latter. : 


92, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 5th October, says that the 

! _ subjects of the Maharajah of Tipperah will 

government Resolution on Tip- probably be thankful to Sir Rivers Thompson 
perah. for the friendly advice which His Honor has 
given him. It were much to be wished that some power could exercise as 
much supremacy over, and give such advice to, the British Government as 
that Government has respectively exercised over and given to the Maharajah of 
Tipperah. In that case the subjects of Sir Rivers Thompson would have 
felt as much grateful to that power as the subjects of the Maharajah will feel 
towards His Honor. His Honor has said that the Maharajah unnecessarily 
eetains Babu Shambhu Chunder Mookerjee in his service, But it could 
be pointed out that there are at least a thousand officials in the British 
Pmpire who draw their pay without doing any work, and that the work 
done by many Kuropean officials could be equally well performed by 
men on a fourth of the pay allowed them. The remarks made by the 
Lieutenant-Governor regarding the financial condition of the state of 
Tipperah, apply with greater force to the finances of the British Indian 
Government. The remarks made in the resolution regarding the cotton 
duties are equally applicable to the repeal of the cotton duties by the 
British Government which has caused the destruction of the internal 
trade of India. A superior power, such as that referred to, would have 
probably pointed out the necessity of dismissing Sir Rivers Thompson 
fom the service, on the ground that he is ill and cannot do his work, 
and would have said that the Bengal Government is open to censure 


door of the Maharajah of Tipperah. The Lieutenant-Governor has not 
done well by censuring the Maharajah for the debt which the Tipperah 
State has been obliged to incur through no fault of his. The amount 
of the debt is small and has not been correctly stated in the Government 
resolution. The ill-feeling shown in the resolution towards Baboo 
Shambhu Chunder Mookherjee is proof that His Honor fears the Baboo, 
and feels that he is more powerful than His Honor. The animus shown 
by the Lieutenant-Governor towards the Baboo will raise him in the estima- 
| tion of the public. 

93. The Swrabht, of the 7th October, says that educated Bengalis 


ENS OPO, “a an eyesore to the Lieutenant-Governor. 
n his opinion it is very impertinent for 
educated natives to fill high offices in any place. The able Editor of 
Keis and Raiyat, Baboo Shambhu Chunder Mukerjee, is the minister- 
associate of Tipperah. Referring to the residence of Baboo Shambhu 
Chunder in Calcutta, the Lieutenant-Governor has lectured the Maharajah 
of Tipperah. 
94. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has determined to 
wheel place a Resident with full powers in the 
san Cashmere Court. ‘That means that the Resi- 
dentin Cashmere will henceforth be the arbiter of the destinies of that State. 


a the English Government’s treaty with Cashmere there is no condition 


‘apowering it to do so. Has the sense of right and wrong completely 
isappeared from the heart of Government ? 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


95. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 25th September, says that every one 
Dinite tn Dinaind is convinced that the floods have done great 
' 23 mischief to the people of Bengal. But the 
‘“utenant-Governor is not so convinced. Nuddea, Murshedabad and Ghatal 


for many of the short-comings which that Government has laid at the - 
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are under water. The lamentations of those who have lost their all, have 
filled the skies, but Sir Rivers Thompson is unmoved. 


Dacca PRakasH, 96. The Dacca Prakash, of the 27th September, says that respectable 
Sept. 27th, 1885. — men, both European and native, tried thei, 
acon, mivers ‘Thompson snd the best to convince the Lieutenant-Governo, 

of the existence of distress, but in vain. [Et js 

no wonder that those who are living under the rule of such. a heartless map 


are washed away by floods, swallowed up under the earth in earthquakes 
and ruined by famines. 


BuRDWwan Sanzivan, 97. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 29th September, says that this 

a is not the time for the Lieutenant-Governoy 
to go to the hills. The crops, the food. 
grains, the houses of people have been washed away. Should not the 
condition of these people become a cause of serious anxiety to the ruler 
of Bengal ? He is going to inspect the condition of the country in a steam- 
boat. But how is he to inspect the condition of the people from the midst 
of the river? He should have postponed his trip to Darjeeling at 
such a time. If he sees the wretchedness of the people with his own eyes, 
he cannot help doing something for them. If he can save lives by taking 
a little trouble, should he not doit? The Lieutenant-Governor has, it is 
said, recovered his health by his voyage to Ceylon. Why does he then 
shrink from doing his duty? The Magistrates are touring in the flooded 
districts and reporting to Government the wretched condition to which the 
people have been reduced. 


Buanat Minin, 98. The Bhdérat Mihir, of the 1st October, says that the Bhotas, 
Oct. 1st, 1885. , ee with the Lieutenant-Governor on board, has 
tout ond de hed ie passed through the district of Nuddea. It 
= | is said that His Honor has not anywhere 
wasted his time in making enquiries respecting the floods. He and his 
officials are said to have taken a view of the country through a telescope, 
while the distressed cast anxious looks in the direction of his steamer. He 
felt unwell near Kishnagore, and so he landed at the place. He may 
have learnt about the condition of Nuddea from the Magistrate of that 
district. It would have been better if he had not made himself acquainted 
with the result of enquiries made by the local officials. The Magistrate 
had directed the European Sub-divisional Officer of Meherpore to make an 
enquiry, who in his turn had made over the duty to a Deputy Magistrate, 
and the latter officer is said to have completed his enquiry after setting” 
his foot in only two out of some 50 to 60 villages. Such is the manner 
in which the official enquiry has been conducted. Official reports not- | 
withstanding, great distress prevails among the people of Nuddea. True, 
deaths from starvation have not yet taken place, but the cattle for want 
of fodder are on the point of death. The people also are living in great 
distress, Cultivation may now be resumed, but people have no seed-gralns, 
and if the cattle die there will be an end of all hopes. In places from 
| which the water is receding, stagnant water and rotten vetegation art 
Bre emitting a noxious stench, and a deadly plague will ere long make its 
2 appearance. Over and above this, the zemindars are pressing for the pay- 
ment of their rents. But what can the zemindars do, considering that on 
must pay the fixed instalment of Government revenue on the presct! ? 
date? Certain zemindars in the Nuddea district asked for a postponeme® 
of the Government demand, butto no effect. Government is asking *% 
zemindars to help the distressed. Then what harm would there gh 
granting a postponement? Is there any wisdom in the head of a 
administration. The Deputy Magistrate of Ghattal is trying his best 
help the distressed in his sub-division. Government becomes economic 
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- its expenditure whenever the people are in distress. After long hesita- 
‘on the Lieutenant-Governor has sanctioned some expenditure for 
relief purposes. 

99. A correspondent of the same paper says that the recent floods 


rhe distress in Moorshedabad. have submerged and destroyed the crops on 
e 


nearly a lakh of bighas of land in the Jungy- 
pore sub-division of the Moorshedabad district. Assuming the value of the 


crop on & bigha of land to be Rs. 4, the loss of crop in that sub-division 
slone is worth four lakhs of rupees. Besides this, the people have lost 
their cattle, and even domestic utensils. Their houses have been destroyed, 
and most of them are living under the open sky. They are houseless, 
fyodiess, clothless and despondent. The small village of Lalitakundi 
where the embankment has given way now possesses only slight vestiges 
of habitation. Most of the houses are now under 380 feet of water. Almost 
every year when the river rises the embankment is breached, and parts of Moor- 
shedabad, Jessore and Nuddea are flooded. The writer is prepared to prove, if 
ne is asked to do so by any official, that famine exists in the country. 


100. The Pratikar, of the 2nd October, hears that the Lieutenant- 


Governor has prepared a list of the losses caused 


by the floods. His heart has been moved 
and so every one must be thankful to him. If the rulers are kind 


Bengalis will be greatly attached to them. His exertions at this time in 
inspecting the condition of the people in Bengal entitle him to the grati- 
tude of every native of Bengal. His Honor has done one thing for the 
relief of distress 1n Moorshedabad and Nuddea. He has ordered the con- 
struction of the Ranaghat and Bhagawangola line. This is sure to afford 
emplorment to a very large number of men. A deputation waited upon 
Sir Rivers Thompson at Berhampore, the members of which asked him to 
distribute cloths to the poor. ‘Tnis Sir Rivers has declined to do. He says 
that Government 1s not in a position todo so much. However the Collector 
understands the necessity of distributing cloths and has promised to supply 
the poor with cloths out of the money raised by subscripticns. 


101. The Arya Darpan, of the 2nd October, says that the people in 
Reeiaictiees Moorshedabad and in Ghattal are already 


starving owing to the damages caused by the 
recent floods. Money should be sent immediately to these places. The 


writer cannot sav what arrangements Sir Rivers Thompson will make for 
administering relief in these places. 


102. The Patdkd, of the 2nd October, says that though the license-tax 


i inci ii ie a imposed on the distinct understanding 
am . : 
distress caused by the floods. ~~» that. its proceeds would be spent for the relief 


of distress, tiie Lieutenant-Governor has said 
that he is not aware of the existence of a Famine Kelief Fund. Indians should 
uy their best to ensure a proper use of the money which have been collected 
lor this long time for the relief of distress. They should never tolerate 
Government’s dishonest conduct. The writer is, however, grateful to the 
Lieutenant-Governor for the efforts which he is making to relieve the 
distress by paying a visit to the flooded tracts. 


Inspection of the flooded districts. 


103. The Sdraswat Fatra, of the 3rd October, says that when Sir Rivers 


ae ompson diti 
Sh Risin Pheeees nok tele Thompson sees the condition of the people 


, with his own eyes his heart will melt and he 
Ho take adequate steps to relieve distress. His Honor thougit that the 


00ds would increase the productive powers of the land. But whatever may 


be the future effects, provision should be made for the relief of the 


3 present 
cistresg, 


Houses and cattle have been washed away. More than half the 
crop has perished. People will enjoy the benefits of the floods if they 
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are spared till the gathering in of the next harvest. The writer hopes that 
the Lieutenant-Governor will take prompt steps to relieve distress, 


104. The Sanjivant, of the 3rd October, says that the Magistrates of 


Nuddea, Jessore and Midnapore, wrote t, 
Government about the terrible distress prevail. 
ing in their districts, and obtained some relief from Government. But what 
has the Magistrate of Moorshedabad done? Had he reported to Government 
he could have at least done for his district what others have done for theirs, 
In no other district has death resulted from the effects of starvation. The 
Moorshedabad police reports that the zemindar of Teghoria alone has reported 
the deaths of 11 persons. There is no time to remain idle. The Gazette 
which gives the details of others districts, is silent about Moorshedabad. 
Who is to blame for this? Certainly the Magistrate. He is either g 
foolish as not to understand the condition of the people, or he has 
suppressed facts. Had the writer any power, he would have at once 
removed the Magistrate from his office. He states on the authority of 
his correspondent at Moorshedabad that anarchy reigns supreme in 
that district. English rule seems to have been abolished there, 
Had the correspondent not worked hard and without intermission, the 
public could not have learnt about the wretched condition into which the 
people have been reduced. His telegram runs as follows :— 


Berhampore, 28th September.— Twenty-two distressed men, en- 
ployed by the District Engineer for six days, have their wages for four 
days unpaid. They are starving with their families. Four of them were 
employed for a day to carry the Magistrate’s luggage, and no wages 
given them. They applied to the Magistrate and the District Engineer, 
but still the wages are not paid. Good relief work going on, indeed! The 
conduct of the Government officials is extremely reprehensible ; the District 
Engineer is negligent, and the Governmental apathy shameful.” 

People are dying with their families for want of food, and the Magis- 
trate and the District Engineer do not give them the wages for their work. 
This is hard to believe ; but the news has been published in English dailies, 
and remains uncontradicted ; this shows that it is not false. 


105. The same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion 
The experience of the Lientenant- that Government has done enough for the 
Governor. relief of the destitute; but it cannot help them 
to raise their houses. This should be done by public subscription, and to 
raise subscription, His Honor has appointed a Committee. But are the 
members of his Committee his servants that they should go about collecting 
subscriptions at his bidding ? The Lieutenant-Governor seems to be want- 
ing in Common courtesy. 


106. The Bangabdst, of the 8rd October, says that the English 

The resolution of the Lieutenant Ofucers have two sides to their character ; 

Governor on board the Rhotas, one the official side and the other the non- 
Official side. When they raise subscriptions for the relief of distress, the noa- 
official phase of their character becomes prominent; but when they write 
reports and try to prove with the help of all sorts of sciences that the 
floods have done no damage, the official side of their character prevails. 
The Lieutenant-Governor too has both these phases of character. He 
recorded his resolution on the subject of the floods, when in an official 
mood ; but though a public officer, and though very hardhearted, still 
he is a man. The wretched condition of the people of Balagore an 
Gossainchar brought the non-official phase of his character into play, 
and made him give a donation of Rs. 20 from his own pocket, and 
order the Board to send Rs. 300 atonce for the relief of the people. 


The recent floods. 
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of the official relief, because that would prove the existence of distress, 
and the official records would be disfigured by disagreeable news. 
Though the Lieutenant-Governor has been moved, still as an official he 
mains unmoved like a mountain. His resolution shows that public officers 
are everywhere on the-alert, and that there is not much apprehension of great 
jistress for want of food; but that tiiose that have lost their houses should 
ot some relief. But Government has no money; and so he has asked the 
help of wealthy men. ‘lhe writer says that the Government is bound to 
save life and to help the people. This is the principal duty of Government, 
and the English have, on solemn affirmation, taken this duty on their 
shoulders. They have imposed a new tax for this purpose. With what 
face do thev then plead poverty, wien so much distress prevails in the 


country? ‘There is no atonement for a crime like this. The Lieutenant-_ 


Governor has asked those gentlemen to call a meeting who, when they waited 
in deputation upon him, urged him to do so, but whose representations did 
not appear to be trustworthy to him. With what face does he ask these very 
untrustworthy men to come forward with -ubscriptions for saving the lives of 
British subjects ? 
107. The Nava Medii, of the 3rd October, thanks the Deputy 
, Magistrate of Ghattal and others for the 
saiaebarta peer earnestness and zeal with which they are 
trying to relieve the distressed. It also thanks Mr. Cornish, the 
Magistrate of Midnapore, and others, who are trying to help these poor 
men. The embankment at Chandrakona was kept open in order to preserve 
that at Bagri, and this has caused the destruction of the crops to the south 
of Chandrakona. Both zemindars and tenants are in distress. The Bagri 
embankment has done much good indeed, but the want of embankment 
at Narajole is a source of danger. ‘Tne Bara Rupram Hana has been 
kept open from the year 1866. The object of the Superintending Hagineer 
has been frustrated. He thought that if the Hana were kept open the 
Government embankment would not be injured. But the embankment is 
viving way every year. The land may become fertile owing to the alluvial 
deposits left by the floods, but that is a consideration for the future. 
The standing crops have all been destroyed. Formerly crops were destroyed 
only in three years in which there were floods, but since the time of 
tie opening of the Hana the destruction of crops has become chronic. 
The writer is not prepared to say that the closing of the Hana will 
result in everything that is good. The embankment gave way from 
time to time. ‘The writer thinks that drainage canals should be opened. 
Formerly the water of that branch of the Kasai, which passed through 
Narajole, found its way into the Rupnarain through two canals. But 
these canals were closed in 1855, when the Chetua circuit embank- 
ment was constructed. The Cnetua embankment has not done much 
good to Chetua, but it has done great mischief by obstructing the drainage 
of the Silai and the Kansbati. Mr. Harrison, while Collector of Midnapore, 
asked the Government for the appointment of a Commission to find out 
the means of preventing flouds and cutting drains. The Commission 
was accordingly appointed, and it recommended the opening of the 
canal named Chandesvara. But Government did not sanction the proposal 
made by the Commission. ‘There are certainly many ways in which the 
injury caused by floods can be diminished. But the measure will involve 
‘xpenditure. Considering the damage done every year, should not a Chris- 
lan Government incur some expenditure for a purpose like this? The 
Wniter implores the Government and its officers to do something to save lives. 
The writer thinks that the agriculturists whose crops have been 
destroyed by the floods should be given an advance of Rs. 5 each by 
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The construction of Public Works should be promptly undertaken ‘t, 
supply destitute labourers with work. The homeless should be supplied with 
the with means of raising their houses. The zemindars of flooded mehals 
should be granted a partial remission of revenue. For the prevention of the 
floods, the following measure should be adopted, viz., the Hanas should be 
closed. The Bara Rup Ram Hana too should be closed. The canal a 
Katia should be kept open. Tne canal Chandesvara should be opened 
and widened. The excess accumulation of water in the Kansabati should 
be drained through the canals of Kesalia and Gurull. 

108. The Gramvartd Prakdshikd, of the 8rd October, says that the 
crops have been destroyed by the floods and 
so poor peasants are trying to sow their fields 
with kala. But the mahajans do not lend them seeds. The price of 
kalat seeds has gone up. The zemindars should supply the people with these 
seeds, but instead of doing that, they are putting pressure on them for 
rent. Maharani Swarnamavi has sent rice for distribution. Goverp- 
ment has also sent rice for the same purpose. But the writer asks the - 
distributors to stop their work for the present, as there is no famine in the 
village at present, but it is sure to make its appearance three months hence. 
It has become very difficult to preserve the lives of cattle. 

109. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson has proeedecd 

Sir Rivers Thompson at Kishna- Ona river tour for the inspection of the flooded 
— districts. On his arrival at Kishnagore he 
said he would soon order the construction of a railway in the locality. 
The writer prays to God that Sir Rivers’ promises may be fulfilled. 

110. ‘The same paper says that people should be thankful to Sir Rivers 
Thompson for what he has done during his 
river tour. But attempts should be made 
for the proper distribution of the money allotted. It should be distributed 
by respectable people of the locality where distress prevails. In the district 
of Nuddea the greatest distress prevails in the vicinity of Comorcolly. The 
crops were washed away last year, and they have been washed away this 

ear foo. 

. lll. The Dacca Prakash, of the 4th October, says that Sir Rivers 

Floods in Bengal Thompson has proceeded on a tour of in- 

7 spection of the flooded districts by river. 
There is not much distress on the banks of the Hughli. Sir Rivers, it 1 
said, has been informed that the land will become fertile when the floods 
subside, and that there are large stores of grain in the country. The fools who 
have supplied Sir Rivers with this sort of information are certainly acting 
according to the hints thrown out by officials. The writer was under the 
impression that the officials who could not perceive famine in the country 
would represent the floods as being of a slight nature. 

112. The Samaya, of the 5th October, says that the Lieutenant- 

Floods in Bengal Governor of Bengal has proceeded on a 

| tour of inspection in the flooded districts. 
He is distributing money with an open hand. People were afraid that no 
good would come of the tour, for His Honor considered the accounts of the 
newspapers as exaggerated. But he now seems to have corrected his mis- 
take. He perceives so much misery that if he is really a Christian he will 
not be able to return without sanctioning considerable expenditure. The 
writer hopes that His Honor will take prompt measures to remove distress, 
for the cold season is near at hand. 

113. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 5th October, says that there 
can be no doubt that the floods have ruined 
hundreds of thousands of families in Bengal. 
It is not improbable that Government officials are shunning the presence 
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if the distressed lest they should be pressed for help. What can they do? 
In the Jungypore sub-division, for instance, where at least thousands of 
milies are in want, “Government has sanctioned an expenditure of only a 
‘housand rupees for relief purposes, The officials therefore cannot but avoid 
he sufferers. The Banagram correspondent of the paper has visited only a part 
of Banagram. He says, regarding some 60 to 70 villages near Jadabpore, 
that almost half the crops has been destroyed. The cattle too is suffering. The 
distress of the inhabitants of the low-lying and riparian villages is extreme. 
Some of the villages have been totally destroyed, of others only some ruins 
are visible. ‘The correspondent has heard that cattle have been in some 
places swept away by the force of the flood-water. Some house-holders 
have taken to begging. As to the prospects of the rubbee crops, the 
correspondent, on enquiry, has learnt that crops which require the preparation 
of the soil for sowing in the month of 4ssiz cannot be raised. The river 
water in Jadubpore has been rendered unfit for drinking purposes. Those 
that have been able to save a portion-of their crops will have food for one 
month. Their sufferings will commence from Agrahayan. Government, 
however, does not believe in the existence of the distress, which has but 
begun. More distress is in store for the people. Government will not 
be able this time to conceal the fact of distress, because both Europeans 
and natives have now directed their attention to the subject. 
114. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 5th October, asks what has Sir samvap prapuaxar, 
Rivers Thompson done for the relief of dis- —t- 5th, 1685. 

. tress? He has proceeded to Darjeeling after 
ordering that a few thousand rupees be given to Magistrates, and that 
tuccavi advances be given when anybody applies for them. Is this all that 
a Lieutenant-Governor should do at a time of such severe distress? But 
considering the condition of his health he has done enough. His Honor 
thought at first of pooh-poohing the idea of distress altogether. But after slight 
inspection, he has been obliged to admit that Government alone cannot do 
all without assistance from the public. Inno other country dida Governor 
appoint a Committee of this nature and order it to raise subscriptions. 
Sir Rivers Thompson has no power to appoint such a Committee. The 
Committee though consisting of many estimable men is not of a representative 
character. Though the Viceroy is gathering information about the floods 
still he does not seem to mind his duties, because he is surrounded by civi- 
ans. Heshould have come at this time and joined the public. The nation 
should not rely on the arrangements made by Sir Rivers Thompson. 


115. The Som Prakdsh, of the 5th October, says that the Lieutenant- — som praxasn, 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the Governor desires to earn fame by spending  °t. 5th, 1885. 
distress caused by the floods. other peoples’ money. He has ordered that 
the houses of those persons inthe zemindaries under the Burdwan estate 
who have been made homeless by the recent floods should be constructed 
at the expense of that estate. He has also appointed a Committee to collect 
subscriptions for the relief of the distress caused by the floods. The writer 
hopes that the people will not pay asingle pice to that Committee for 
saving the reputation of the Lieutenant-Governor, but that they will afford 
relief to people through persons appointed by themselves. The writer does 
hot know what right the Lieutenant-Governor has to spend the money of 


the Burdwan estate. Bethat as it may, it is certain that Bengal is on the. 
way to ruin. 


Sir Rivers Thompson and the floods. 


116. The same paper says that it would have been well in every sox Pxaxssn 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the respect if the Lieutenant-Governor had 


"ress caused by the floods, invited respectable gentlemen, informed them 
Of the distress caused by the floods, and explained to them the inability of 
overnment at present to spend much money for the relief of the distress. 
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It is evident that his object is to go to Darjeeling. Sir Rivers Thom 
heart is of a strange kind. He is going to Darjeeling for his 
and people suffering from the floods will have to bear a 
the expenses of his journey to that place. It is strange that the earth j 
not breaking into pieces after such an iniquitous act. Had the writer a 
sessed the power, he would have siezed the Lieutenant-Governor’s coat and told 
him either to make arrangements for the relief of the people, or to kill 
them. Whatever the Viceroy or the Lieutenant-Governor may do, tke 
people should not sit silent. The people will pay taxes, pay money for 
the establishment of a Famine Relief Fund, will be killed by wild beast. 
contribute to Lady Dufferin’s fund for showing honour to her, and will 
die singing the praises of their rulers at the time of famines or floods 
The English Government will go on draining away the wealth of the people 
and yet the people will have to die of starvation. 
117. The Navavibhakar, of the 5th October, referring to the state- 
The Lieutenant-Governor and the Went of the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
distress caused by the floods. effect that the aman crops which are grown 
on high ground have not been for the most part submerged, and that such 
portions of those crops as were submerged have not been for the most part 
damaged, inasmuch as they were not under water for a long time, says that it 
cannot understand how the Lieutenant-Governor has said that the aman crops 
have not been damaged. So far as the writer knows, crops are destroyed 
if they remain under water for only three or four days. This year lands 
remained flooded fora month or so. How is it then possible that the 
aman crops have not been destroyed? The writer is not aware if water 
has changed its properties for the satisfaction of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has said that the people of Gosainpara said to 
him that they had food for the present, and that none of them asked alms 
of him. Tne writer says that there may be many reasons for the villagers 
not asking alms of him. But that fact does not prove that their condition 
is good. ven if the condition of the people of Gosainchur is good, the 
Lieutenant-Governor will commit a very injurious mistake if he forms an 
opinion about the condition of other places from his impressions regarding 
that village. The J.ieutenant-Governor has said that the people of Gosain- 
chur will commence cultivation and begin to build their houses: as soon 
as the water bas receded. But houses cannot be built immediately after the 
receding of the water. Even if walis are built the people will not get straw 
to thatch their cottages with. The conference which was held on the Lhotas 
in Kishnagore expressed the strange opinion that Nakashipara, Kaligunj, and 
Kishnagore, which are usually flooded, will suffer less distress than those 
places where floods are not so usual. The writer can make nothing of 
this opinion. The yearly small inundation which takes place in the above 
places do not cause any great mischief. But the people of those places 
have lost everything owing to the recent floods, Consequently there 1s 
no probability of less distress in those places. The Lieutenant-Governor 
has sanctioned the expenditure of Rs. 25,000 upon tuccavi advances for 
tie relief of the distress in Nuddea. The Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution 
states that 1,000 square miles of land in Nuddea have been flooded. 
Assuming what is very probable that 100 poor persons live in each square 
mile of submerged land, each person will not obtain more than 4 annas. 
Even if one-fourth of this number stand in need of relief, one rupee only 
will foll to the share of each person. ‘Is this sum then sufficient for the 
relief of the distress? A Joint-Magistrate and two additional Sub-Deputy 
Collectors have been appointed for the great work of distribution of the 
above enormous sum, The people of Kishnagore informed the Lieutenant 
Governor that it would be very difficult to procure a sufficient quantity 
of seeds of pulses for the purposes of cultivation. The Lieutenant-Governo 
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replied to this that mahajans would import seeds if told to do so. But 
he has said 80 because he does not know that sufficient crops of pulses did 
not grow last year. The Lieutenant-Governor has written to the Viceroy 
for the: sanction of a lakh of rupees for the opening of the work 
if the Ranaghat and Bhagawangola line for the relief of the people 
of Nuddea. The Lieutenant-Governor has let the cat out of the bag in 
one place of the resolution. He has said that Government is not now in a 
position to afford adequate relief to the people, and that the relief of the 
distress depends upon private charity. The writer is reassured to know 
that the Lieutenant-Governor realizes the distress of the people, and cannot 
help them only owing to want of funds. 
118. The same paper is satisfied with the Lieutenant-Governor’s letter 
| to the Commissioner of Bhagulpore. The 
— of Bhaguipore Lieutenant-Governor has not approved of the 
iit Commissioner’s opinion that relief should not 
be granted from Government so long as the money raised by public sub- 
scription remains. ‘The Commissioner also determined not to give tuccavi 
loans to cultivators. Arrangements have been made at the Lieutenant- 
Governor's order for the granting of tuccavi loans for the purpose of cul- 
tivation of the pulses. ‘The Commissioner saw no relief work on which 
people could be employed. The Lieutenant-Governor has directed that 
people should be employed to raise the level of khamar lands. Bengal will 
be perfectly happy if there are such Commissioners. 
119. The Surabhi, of the 7th October, says that the Lieutenant-Gover- 
a ical tae Uae Meal nor is kind to everybody. He is kind to the 


people suffering from the floods as well as to 
the officials. Sir Rivers Thompson has now understood, after a personal 


inspection of the flooded tracts, that he was deceived by the officials, 
upon the strength of whose statements he assured the deputation which 
waited upon him that no injury would be done by the floods. But the 
Lieutenant-Governor has neither become angry with, nor censured the 
dficials. If this is not kindness, what is? The Lieutenant- 
Governor has said in his resolution that he himself inspected the village 
Balagar. But the correspondent of the Jndian Daily News, who accom- 
panied him said before the appearance of the resolution, that not the 
lieutenant-Governor but Mr. Risley inspected Balagar. Because the 
Lieutenant-Governor is very courageous, he has not been alarmed by the 
destruction of the amun crops. He thinks that men have stores of food in 
their houses, and even if they have not, no great injurv will be done. The 
abundant crops of pulses next year will remove the sufferings of the people. 
Government has no power by law to appoint a Committee like the one 
it has appointed for collecting subscriptions for the relief of the distress 
caused by the floods. It is reluctant to grant money from the State coffers 
for the relief of the distress. The Lieutenant-Governor has said that 
people did not ask for help. The Lieutenant-Governor should know that 
the people did not ask for help, because they knew that they would not obtain 
i. Government has never sympathized with natives suffering from distress. 
Consequently the people did not ask forhelp. The Lieutenant-Governor has 
said that he has not seen any distress among the people for want of food. He 
bas not seen this because a long interval has not elapsed since the occurrence 
of the floods. People are now somehow managing to live by subsisting upon 
what stores of food they had been able to save and by begging. The Lieutenant- 

overnor has seen no distress, because the time of severe distress has not yet 
arived in the tracts visited by him. The Lieutenant-Governor has said that 
People are prepared to build their houses, to commence cultivation, and to 
repair the injuries which have been done by the floods. It is but natural that 
they should try to do so to the best of their power. Does the Lieutenant- 
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Governor think that those only who will not do so are deservin 
The writer says that the granting of tuccavi loans for which inter 
does not deserve the name of relief. Upon what securi 
who have been made destitute by the floods and whose lands do not prod 
Ss ni uce 
abundant crops will borrow money? The condition of the majority of 4) 
people suffering from the floods is such that their distress cannot be relieved 
except by donations. Under these circumstances Government should hay. 
given donations to the people and distributed food among them from the 
Famine Relief Fund. What steps are natives taking to prevent the abolition 
of the famine fund in this manner. 
Samvap PRABHAKAR, 120. The Samvad P rabhakar, of the 7th October, 18 glad to find that | 
Oct. 7th, 1600. The Committee for the relief of the Committee appointed for the relief of 
distress. distress caused by the recent floods js not } 
losing any time. The Committee is sending money to the Magistrates, 
Rumour has it that the Magistrates will distribute relief by the agency 
of local Missionaries. The writer strongly protests against this system, 
From the day the Lieutenant-Governor told the deputation that the 
distress was not of a serious nature, the Magistrates of the districts began 
to echo the same sentiments. The writer does not understand why 
Missionaries are to be entrusted with any work. Generally times of distress J 
afford Christian Missionaries opportunity of making converts among the lower | 
classes. The writer thinks that the police also should not be 
entrusted with this work. The Committee are sending only cash. But 
they do not give any direction as to how relief is to be given. Perhaps 
relief will be given under the direction of Magistrates. The writer thinks 
that the Committee should not have anything to do with Government. 
It should appoint some educated gentlemen for the purpose of distribution, 
who will do their work in consultation with local zemindars and others. 
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V1I.— MIsceELLANEOUs. 


Renae 121. The Bharat Mihir, of the 1st October, expresses its sympathy 
oe with the object aimed at by the promoters 
of the Indian Vigilance League recently 
formed at Madras. The League will keep an eye on the doings of the 
officials in India, who frequently oppress the people with impunity. : 
peg lyouy 122. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 1st October, says that Lord Dufferin 
ibs is mistaken in thinking that native Kditors 
conduct newspapers for the. sake of gain. 
The Editors of native newspapers far from making any profit. have to 
suffer loss. 
eg eit 123. The Sanjtvant, of the 3rd October, says that one of the contractors | 
en Sridhor Barral, of the cremation ghat at 
Nimtola is very much prone to oppression. 
He does not supply the cremators with dry fire wood for burning dead 
bodies. The writer was himeelf greatly inconvenienced on Friday last 
for not getting dry fuel, and he saw that there were three or four men 
who were put to similar troubles. 


ee 124. The Bhardt Basi, of the 8rd October, says that the Maharaja 
ia OSE of Jeypore have given Rs. 10,000 to the Lady § 
ee ae Dufferin’s Fund, and that the Maharaja of 
Kappurthala has given Rs. 5,000. The writer thinks that when the natives» 
are the chief contributors to the fund they should be appointed trustees. | 


Will Lady Dufferin do it ? | 
ait: Sth, 1885 125. The Samaya, of the 5th October, says that since his coming to 
ee i it this country, Lord Dufferin has done nent 
: . which shows his sympathy for the peopt- 


The Indian Vigilance League. 


Native Editors. 


The farmer of the Nimtola Ghat. 
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People have come to the conclusion after watching what he has done up to 
‘his time that nothing can be expected from him, but his wife is trying to 
do a good work. If she succeeds in carrying out the proposal to give 
female medical aid to native females, her name will be remembered in India 
to the end of days. | 

The writer hears that the Political Agents are putting pressure on 
Native Princes for raising subscriptions for the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 
{t would be a matter of great regret if this should prove true. If pressure 
is put for a good work like this, the work is likely to meet with obstruc- 
ions. Subscriptions should be given with a free will. The writer hopes 
that those entrusted with the work of raising subscriptions will not resort to 

eats. 

“ 126. The Surabht, of the 7th October, referring to the Indian 
Vigilance League of Madras, consisting of 
both English and native members, which has 
been established for remedying the oppressions committed by officials, says 
that English and native members will not be able to act together in such a 
matter. Will the English members support the native members when they 
will try to have an English Judge acquitting an Englishman guilty 
of murdering a native, punished P 


The Indian Vigilance League. 


UrtyvA PAPERs. 


127. The Utkal Darpan points out that the Orissa Coast Canal will 

do great injury to the property of Baboo 

-swescrscat Canal and injuryto Fara Prasad Rai, zemindar of Charaman, 
iii who has made a strong representation on 
the subject to the Collector of that district. The zemindar wants a bridge 
to be built over that portion of the canal which passes through his 
property, and a sluice gate at the mouth of the river ‘ Gamai,” which 
crosses the same. ; 

128. The cyclone of the 22nd September last, which passed across the 
Ray of Bengal, through the province of 
Orissa, and which produced three terrible 
storm-waves that came in quick succession and proved fatal in the end, 
forms the all-engrossing subject of the newspapers of Orissa. The 
Sebaka writes the following on that subject :— 

‘* Last Monday the sky of Cuttack was cloudy and there was drizzling 
rain. Qn Tuesday the storm raged so violently till one o’clock that 
we never saw its like in Cuttack for many days together. Many trees and 
houses have been destroyed. Pucca houses, in certain instances, have also 
been broken down. The number of plantain and sajna trees destroyed thereby 
is simply countless. The fall of broken objects rendered the streets and lanes 
of Cuttack impassable for some hours. .. The public offices in the town were 
closed. ‘The violence of the storm terrified us in the extreme. Two beauti- 
fal rows of cork trees planted in the compounds of the Church of Epiphany 
ind of Mr. Bond were uprooted and thrown down in an instant. 

“We hear the Bullock Company have lost eight boats. The houses, 
the Observatory, the Telegraph and the Post Offices of Hookeetola, together 
with their residents and things, have disappeard altogether. The steamer 
In = Colonel West of the Cuttack Regiment was a passenger went 
aground. 

“We are again informed that the Inspection Bungalow, the Post 
Office, the thana and a number of other houses, situated in Dharmasala, on 
the bank of the Brahmini river, have been destroyed. We again hear that the 
ock-keeper of Jambu with his family and children was swept away by the 
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“‘ storm-waves and drowned. The telegraphic communication bet 
and False Point has been destroyed. The lock of Jambu has also been } k 
Two post peons passing through Dharmasala were killed. at “re 
news! The injury done to the sub-division of Kendrapara, in the on 
of Cuttack, simply passess description. Our Commissioner and Superinten, 
ding Engineer have gone out of the Cuttack station to inspect the rl 
of mofussil stations. The Calcutta dawk was stopped for two or three i t: 
The Utkal Diptkd devotes full four columns to the same subject,” | 
reports that there were about two feet of water all over Rajnagur in the 
Kanika estate. It concludes the article with the following observations fina 
“ We are very much obliged to Mr. Currie, Collector of Cuttack, for h; 
boldness in despatching several hundred maunds of rice and dal to a 
para and Taldunda on his own responsibility. We hope Government will 
pass the expenditure thus incurred by Mr. Currie for the relief of the poor.” 
The Samvad Bahika of Balasore, however, gives a hopeful report 
According to the paper the damage was confined to trees, houses, vegetables, 
and lower animals. It is of opinion that a portion of Néali paddy has been 
destroyed. It entertains great apprehensions regarding the condition of the 


steamer Pilot, which had left the port of Balasore for Calcutta before the 
storm set in. 


Vhe Bengal Land Revenuo Depart 129. The Sedaka has the following remarks 
ment. on the land Revenue Department in 
Bengal :— | 

The Government Resolution on the Board’s report on the Land 
Revenue Administration of the Lower Provinces of Bengal for 1884-85 has 
been published in the last issue of the Calcutta Gazette. The Resolution is 
no doubt very interesting; but it reveals a state of things which cannot be 
pronounced satisfactory in any way. There were large remissions and 
balances of revenue in the year under report, and ot these the heaviest 
occurred in Midnapore, Backergunge and Pooree. 

The management of Government estates, it would appear from the 
resolution, is far from creditable. WUeavy arrears have accrued in some 
districts, whose causes are not yet clearly known. 

We agree with the Board that a certain number of minor estates 
should be at once disposed of. It is not profitable to Government in any way 
to have a large number of petty estates in its hands. The expenditure incurred 
on their account will, no doubt, exceed any income derived from them. The 
matter will stand otherwise, when they will be transferred to private owners. 
Notwithstanding the transfer of the above estates, a great deal will remain 
to be done in the way of administrative reforms, and the best reform we 
can suggest is what was so ably advocated by the late Rajah Romanath 
Tagore of Bengal, namely, the separation of the district Collectorate F 
from the district Magistracy. We do not understand why such distinct 
functions should be centred in a single individual, who, however super- 
human his efforts may be, and however large his establishment, must be 
unequal to a task, at once difficult and arduous. Allusion has been made 
in the resolution to the state of relation between landlord and tenant, 10 | 
the course of which the remarks of the Collector of Balasore have been quoted 
to prove the rising spirit of agricultural independence, and the waning of 
patriarchal feelings in the minds of tenants in Orissa, We, however, do 
not believe in such vague remarks, and we know it for certain that 4 
large number of tenants in Orissa bave been greatly benefited by the just 
administration and benevolent deeds of many zemindars. We hope that 
the provisions of the Tenancy Act will not be extended to Orissa for 
some years to come, and we are of opinion that Government have 
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‘ntroduced, in the name of reform, a law, which will satisfy neither land- 
lord nor tenant, and which will embitter the already straitened relations 
between them. We are glad to find that Government are very anxious to 
train young civilians in survey and settlement work, for which purpose the 
Honorable Board have been requested to draw up a plan, but we request 
them to be equally careful and anxious to entrust senior and experienced 
Deputy Collectors of the Uncovenanted Service with greater powers, privileges, 
and emoluments. A policy that overlooks merit and worth, and confines 
itg attention to a particular service at the sacrifice of the interests of others, 
‘s surely short-sighted, and is therefore destined to fall in due time. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.1., 
Bengali Translator. 
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